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REPORT OF AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT

(1) Place AAF STATION 236 . 2) Date S April 1944 . (3) Time ____ 1403
Amrcrarr: (4) Type and model ... 3‘26'5‘5 .. (B) A l'/)bq 41=17994. .. (8) Station _. AAF S’I‘A]tlQNZBb -
Organization: (7)VELI AFE.CI VIFII AF % _3rd 9CBCGn &, Hq & Hg Siiqm S —
(Commangan Air Foroe) . (Group) ] Squadron) 3
- PERSONNEL Y d ' 7/

e

NAME ’ PERSONNEL Am Force OR ResvuLt 1O Usk or
(Last name first) |Rammal  BsaulNo Raxx Crass | COMMAND PERSONNEL  PARACHUTE

an | gz 13) _ | a0 | am | (e __am _as 19
Bjork, Paul A, 0-694251 '2nd Lt 29 VIII AFCC 'None  No
Wilson, Gilbert E, > '7-1788 _ |®/Q my YIII C 'None No
Greico, Joseph (NMI) , 0-792460 |18t Lt. 01 | VIII AFCC | None  No
Mass, Lloyd W, 35549183 |S/Sgte 20 | VIII AFCC | None No

Crtega, Jokn (NMI) 29282866 'Sgt. 20 VIII AFCC | Nome No

ast name First nam Personnel class " (Branch

(20) B jork, Faul Wy o 21 0-b8l2S5 2 18 ac

i~ S —

cncCemme—-- oy W

— L
Squadron (B) / o/

ssigned (28) = 26
ommand and Air lfxm-:/ irouj
[hurhe-d for fiving (29 VIIL AFCO-,K’III AF 30 3vA CCRC Gpsy3rd Repl & Trng S5q (32 AAF Station 236
agd Air Force

Command

froug Squsdron (Station

Original rating (33 Pilot (34 26-6
(Rating Dnt

i3 Present rating (35 Pilot

Kating) (Dute)
First Pior Hours
(at the time of this accident)
(38, This type 220:45 42) Instrument time last 6 months
(39) This model 22031}5 43) Instrument time last 30 days
66 : :
(40) Last 90 days Qo 355 44) Night time last 6 months
(41) Total .. 359:15 45) Night time last 30 days

AIRCRAFT DAMAGE
5 =
DAMAGE (49) LIST OF DAMAGED PARTS

Fromer > Both props badly bent, Both engine crankshafts
Engine $ 0.7 Complete belly section of fuseloge buckled in. Nose
Propeller(s y T wheel well doors & loop antenna torm offe

Weather at the time of accident Yisibility 6 to 8 miles. Wind TWest 15 MaPabe Clouds 6/10
800 feeta Main cloud deck at 1500 feet. =

Was the pilot flying on instriments at the tiine of aceident Na

) Cleared from AAF Station 236 (53 To AAF Station 236 84) Kind of clearance . CORtact,
- 2.4 i
) Pilot’s mission Formetion and Navigation Mission
Nature of accident Take off accident.

(87) Cause of sccident Ma jor cause: . Power Flant. Minor cause: Undefermined.

;(;,3} Fas Form No. £4 béen submitted?  No.
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DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT

cident.  Include statement of responsibility and recommendations for action to prevent repetition)

Aircraft type B-26-Bl, No. 41-1799L crashed on take-off, immediately after
becoming airborne, due to loss #f power in the right engine. Witk this loss of

power, after being airborne, the aircraft lost airspeed and altitude rapidly,
forcing crash landing.

The investigating committee is convinced that the pilot used good Judgement
in meking a wheels up landing after loss of airspeed, Also the committee find
it impossible to determine any cause.other than loss of power in right engine.

A proper and efficient pre-flight check was made. There are no recommend-
ations for action to prevent repétitiomn. .

jor, Air Corps,
ccident Officer.

| - /
7 7 /5
AP L Ao htl?,
MOIR L. SHOORIRY§~
Captey Air Corps,

ORAN M. BEGWIN,
11 April 1944 Capte, Air Corpey
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WAR DEPARTMENTY

A ATF

FORM NO. 1 A
2242

INSPECTION STATUS

LY BEFORE TAKE.OFF)

DATE OF l INSPECTED
or
HoURS ]

oIlL
By STATION (GALLONS) (QUARTS)

RADIATOR
CHECKED

—
PREFLIGHT /4/44 | ! Lo ! = l NO 1

"'l{) [TAnKs [serv ] ™

_DAILV 1 / CED |TANKS

2% HOURS 403:55
B0 HOURS ‘00150
JOO HOURS l 3983 20’

_Flight # 1 Right prop ram amay nn.:nxg aff. i roave 879:25/358:05(

—Lef% emgime lost power after tryimg to imcrease over SQ" rooav |_O:19] 0:19]
_F.A. BJORK, 2md Lt,, AC o (579:44-358:24 |

o ‘426155 426:55

— Ay v 3 : ] i = weoie 1400350 400455

F Ll e . - i ) i - | vl‘v f :-.' 379:25
THIS IS ACERTIFIED TRUE COPY : : , e
memarty rooav | 0:19
k_ A ,; __/./[&u 7b , L | 379:44
_DAVID Y, AﬁiAzlu.Ja,

_1st Lt., AC,
Sta, Bmg. O,

ARIRCHAFT DATA

—y—

!
¥

TREON AN IaNE

L LI IR
T — “‘m -
UV {
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TATEMENT OF PILCT:

1V Lo

7 April 1944

1 started the emgines om time and gave them the regular pre-take-

off check.

mercury to get 2300 ReP.M.

and had tweaty-five (C5) inches
I re
up to forty-nine (4;) imches of mercurye
and we left the runway at ome

at the end of the runway.

100 miles per hour,
(130) miles per hour.

A8 we took off, there was a severe yewing to the right.
applying hard lel* rudder, so I started to apply left trim tab.

were sbout twemty (20) feet in

air speed and altitude.

rudder pressure tnen egualized
loud surge from either engine,
had failed; however, it secmed

Just before I hit, I made
co-pilot pulled the wheels upe.
the belly to a stop. While we
my left hand and attempting to
with my right hand. I did not
we struck the ground.

Everything was normal ;
I tocok

I tried to increase power; but when
the throttles, there was an extreme loss of power im both emgines.

Zveryone got out safsely in a

the right emgime took 36 imches of
off with zero (0) degrees trim tab
of mercury before releasing the brakes

leased the brakes and easod the throttle

I got the nose wheel off at
hundred and thirty

I was

We
I noticed we were lcosing
I advanced
The
nd we started coming down. There was no
ao I didn't believe the prop governors
they were slowing dcwn.

the air when

a pass at the landing gear lever but the

we hit the groumd tail first and slid om
were sliding, I was holding the wheel with
open the pilot's compartment excape hatch
touch any of the coamtrols or switches arter
few seconds.

el X oL
PAUL A. BJCRa,
2nd Lt., AC
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TRICT .

STATEMENT OF CO-rILCT 10 April 1944

we went to the ship half an hour early, made & complete check, and
upon checking the engines, found everytaing normal. There were seven (7)
or eight (8) ships in front of us and after taxiing into positiom, the
pilot gave it about twenty-five (25) inches of manifold pressure while
holdin: the brekes, Upom releasing the brakes the ship rolled down the
runway as im a normal take-off.

At this time I noticed the right engine over speeding three hundred
(300) ReP.ie SO I used the "iecrease" switcn, but there was no apparent

affect from this. As a last resort, I flipped the right feathering
switch on, them off. '

The pilot asked for ®wheels up® at the same time advamcing both
throttles. At this moment the pcri emgine seemed to lose power and
being low we started slipping to the loft. Just before we hit the ground,
I tried to feather toth propellors and the pilot called for hatches open.
I opened the hatches and was limbing out as the ship came to rest, No

on2 was injured.
W!&U;&m
TS0,

GILBZRT Z.

. v+ s
2nd Lt., AC,

RESTRICTFF
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OFFICE OF THE FLYING CUNTROL OFFICER
ARMY AIR FORCE STATIUN 23€

Ue Se ARMY
5 APRIL 1944,

J94-8, LT. BJORK.

1. AT 1443, LT. BJORK, IN 5, #994 TOOK OFF ON R/W
27. ABOUT TwO THIRDS OF THE WAY DOW! ‘ R/W THE A/C BECAME AlIR-
BORNE TC A HEIGHT OF AEOUT TEN FEET, | OWN AGAIN, MADE A 180
DEGREE TURN AFTERK CRASHING ONTO THE GROUND AT 1442 1/2 HOURS, AND
RELAINED TO THE RIGHT OF THE R/W. THIS WAS SEEN BOTH BY LT.
BERK WITZ, WHO WAS WATCHING FROM THE CARAVAN, AND BY LTS. GREGORY
AND HINTON, WHO WERE OBSERVING FROM THE GLASS HOUSE. WHEN LT,
BERKOWITZ AFRIVED AT THE CRASH, THE CREW HAD WALKED AWAY FROM THE
PLANE AND APFt ARED UNINJURED, THE TOWER CRASH TRUCKS AND
AMEULANCE WERE ALR! ADY AT WORK, THE CRASH CREW MEN STOOD BY TO

PUT OUT ANY POSSIBLE FIRE. LT. ALKAZIN TOOK OVERj; AND THL MP'S

STARTED PATROLLING THE AREA. \LL VEHICLES WERE ORDERED OFF THE

R/W; AND THE R/W WA CHANGED TO 33 END., FROM EXAMINATICN OF THE
SKID MARKS, IT A PEARS THAT WHEN THE PLANE PUT DOWN, ONE WHEEL
WAS ON THE R/W WHILE THE RIGHT WHEEL LANDED OFF THE PERIVETER.
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STATEMEN: CF WITN3SS s 8 April 194

Cm the day of 5 April 1944 I observed the crash of aireraft B=26=E4
Noe 41-17994 from the Control Tower., The ship started off om a mormal roll
and made what seemed to be a normal take-off, Whem approximateiy fifteen
(15) feet im tne air the ship seemed to be im trouble - This was noticed
whea the ship begam to settle back toward the ruaway a~d one wing
dropped as if all power had becm cut, result of which the pilot made @
wheels up landing mear the cnd of the runvay,

From the Comtrol Tower I could not determine the cause of the
troutle becszuse the ship was mever im what would seem a: abmormal
attitude or meither was uxcessive yaw visible from my positiom,

U o bew G M
“CHARLES V. HINTCN,

<ad Lt., Air Corps,

Comdg, Sqdan *"A*
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OF -ICE OF THE ENGINEERING OFFICYI
AAF STATIUN 236

APO 639, U.S. Army,
7 April 1944

Positiom of Switches and Comtrols om B2654 41-17994,

Whom [t lLay Comcerm,

I reached the sceme of the accidemt approximately two minutes
after it happened. Th~ orew nf the nlame were ulready clear of th wreck.
The first thimg I did upom reachimg the wreck was to look imside at the
position of the battery switches, the main lime switch, the magmeto
switohes, ami the mixture comtrol quadrant, Upom seaimg the above named
umits ‘m am abnormal position I ~limbed iamto the cockpit amd switched off
both battery switches, the main lime switoh, both magmeto switches ard

pulled back to idle out -off the mixture contrél gquadrants that were in
the auto-rich positicm, m shteekimpg further, the mext day T foumd the
fuel booster pumps to be im the om positior. I switched these off
immediately,
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MTLETRINT ™M
% B a.
QFFICE OF THE ENGINEERING OFFICER KZ-A2
AAF STATION 236

APC 639, U.8. Army,
11 April 1944,

SUBJECT: Report Of Fimdimgs Of Imvestigatiom Of Aireraft B26B4, Serial
No, 41-17994,

TO1 Whom It May Comocerm,

1. Mr. TOM GUEST, Curtiss Electric Propeller Represemtative amd I
oraducted am imvestigatiom of Aircraft B26B4, Serial No, 41-17994 and the
following is a report of our fimdimgs,

2, The rigat propeller mamusl oomtrol Switech which imeludes the
imsresase, decrease, fixed amd automatio positioms was ohecked through from
the sockpit where the switoh is located om the pedestal to the right
propeller power umit located om the right emgime. All oireuits were founmd
to be workimg perfestly. The right propeller govermor was removed from
the right emgime amd imstalled om amotker emgime, The eagime was rum-up
snd the govermor respomded mormally to all positioms that the automatie
quadrant ocomtrol was placed ia,

3. Due to the faet that the left emgime was torm out of the ship im
the movimg of the aireraft from the rumway to the hamgar, the left propeller
power umit was checked emd all oircuits were found to be workimg mormally.

4. A visual imspectiom of the blade amgles of both propellers revssled
them to be almost im full high piteh, Mr, GUEST sssumed as a rough guess
the blade amgles of both propellers to be about 40°, Both high pitch cams
losated im the rear of the propeller umit showed that the cams were about
1/8" from the full high piteh cam stop.

$. The lsft automatic propeller quadramt comtrel was foumd im the full
forward low piteh positiom. The left mamual propeller switeh was foumd im
the automatic positiom with the cover guard dowa over it, The left prop-
eller feather switoch was foumd im the mormal positionm,

6, The right automatic propeller guadraat comtrol was foumd about 1"
from the full forward low pitoh positiom, The left mamual propeller switeh
was foumd im the fixed pitch positiom with the cover guard im the bask
positiom. The left propeller feather switek was foumd im the mormal positiom,

t,¢.-}k 7 A e A
DAVID Y. ALKAZIN JR,

lst Lt. AC.

Sta Eng O,
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