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] P’Hm:l:er,L Clifford Fo | 18-""AC  Ninth AF
“CP|MoKim, Roy S, Jr. | P |0-833943 2nd Lt |18 __J____AACU__Einth AF | Minor

B Zuranski, Ralph Ca | B |0-2069504/2nd Lt | 18 ey e

BG| h-m, Wade H, | BG | 34114888 | s‘t 1 8 __AC__Ninth AF| Major
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9

inth AF| Major | No _
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(20) .__Hocker Clifford F.

(Last name) (First name) T (Middie iitial)

(26) _391st Bomb (27) .574th Bomb

(( nmm.-nl and Air Force) (uruup) (Squ-dmn)
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(at the time of this accident)

(38) This type...... .28135 (42) Instrument time last 6 montha._
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AR e (44) Night time last 6 months.
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(48) Aircraft_ - Bl c;-plota wreck.,
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(47) Engine(s)_. '
(48) Pro peller(s). |

4
5§ —— —= —

(50) Weather at the time of accident _ 1.71 6,) to .1‘ht (8) miles; 001115‘ mt’"‘” e -

_bhundred feet (2600')1 four tonﬂu (4

(51) Wu !hc pilot ﬂ_\'ing on umtrumg’l at the time u! accident No,
(52) Cleared from . A=T3 . i3 (53) To .. A=T3 (54) Kind of cluunnu

(u; Pilot's ‘n}'i,;s'.:{ Practice instrument and navigatiom, 5
(88) Nature of aceldent Collision of aircraft with ground.

(57) "Cause of accident . Pilot tlc" urcnt.t into ground .Ih.uo buzzing.
!
(56) Has Form 54 been submitted; No.
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DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT

(Brief narrative of accident Include statement of responsibility and recommendations for action to prevent repetition)

l. On 5 April 1945, 1st Lt Clifford F. Hocker was flying a B-26B45 aircraft,

AeFe #42-95807 on a scheduled training mission; instruments and practice navigation,

By his own admission, Lt Hocker was buzzing a farmer in a field. Im so
doing he flew so low that the propeller blades struck the ground, In attempting
to regain altitude, he pulled back so abruptly on control column that the tail
turret struck the ground, Being unable to regain a safe altitude, he ecrash landed
straight ahead,

The airoraft was loaded with four (4) X one thousand (1000) 1b. Gp bombs.
Three of these were dislodged and tiarown through the bombay, when the tail turret
struck the ground. The aircraft caught fire and burned, detonating the remaining
bomb,

All personnel had evacuated the area prior to detonation of bomb,

/ 2. Cause: One-hundred per cent (100%) pilot error. Pilot was acting in
[ direct disobedience of AAF Regulations and local flying orders
in indulging in unauthorized low flying.

M
3. Recommendations : Nonme,

ConmaaZ 2 Lo st

(In velignt i

T N. Wmt Col, A.C.
/Z

CARROLL A, SANTOS, JR.,”MaJj, A.C.
'.A.'. - “. 1;»‘.1“('”
12 April 1945, MANLEY O, RICEMOND, MAJ, A.C,

ESTRICTL.

’
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HEADQUARTERS E-MR-ry
3915T BOMBARDMENT GROUP (M)

APO #140, U S Army
12 April 1945

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

AAF Forms 1 and 1A are not included es enclosures in this AAF Form 14 as they
were not removed from the burning airplane,

An Engineering Officers statement has not been received by the home station
of the aircraft to date, however, it is felt since the aircraft was a comple te
wreck, and materiel failure wes not a consideration that such a statement is not
necessary,

n -, .
’».,L/’/ Agtee sl Lo,

RNEST N, LJUNGGREN
Lt Col, Air Corps
President of the Board

e TRICTED

JW/K
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HEADQUARTERS
199th MEDICAL DISPENSARY (avN)

Take ofi was at 1445 hours,

an hour of instruments, afterwhich I i ngle engine instructionm

and take-offs and landings, in order checked-out,

After having flown an hour of instruments, and giving the co-pilot
severel practice single engines between 8000 and 9000 feet, I let down Preparatory to
going back to base ang .

In the vieinity of Laon, there were
fields. I flew low over one, and after
not excessively sharp,
part of the ship, I personally
80 of the ship, It was beyond doubt at that
or rather three of them, and evidently plunged
ssefe, It became evident that the ship would not
pilot cut the mixtures and master switch,
U;thephminma.slloothmdhnl
the nose rather high for the bombardier
ship floated on past the level field we
nromr,mdfim.uyboll.iodinma hthillsido.‘nnahipmtmint'oabwt
the center when we hit on the hillside,
radio compartment and the redio man,
were the first out of the ship,
was the last ome out,

c D F. HOGKER,
1st Lt., AC,
Pilot
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HEADQUARTERS
199th MEDICAL DISPENSARY (AVN)

APO 140, U.S, Army,
6 April 1945,

SIATEMENT
ek
Tig
We were up for local instruments and co-pilot transition and
off, At 1445 5 April 1945, ¥he pilot took me up to 9000 ft and gave me two single
engfnoa, then he took over and brought the ship down and buzzed a farmer working in a
field., He came down fairly steep and fast about 220 indicated airspeed, when he pulled
up, good bit of back pressure, the ship reacted all right, but due to excessive speed
it mushed a little, I believe, into the ground. The prop just ticked the ground and the
rear end of the ship hit fairly hard, and tore 3 X 1000 1b bombs loose from their
shagkles, and I believe they went through the closed bomb bay doors. One remaining 1C00
lbbuboithcrlqouthobonbhaydoor, or was still hanging up on the shackle, All
bombs were safe. The ship bounced and it looked like it might fly again, but it vibrated,
both stick and rudder, and stalled onto the ground maybe three quarters of a mile away.
Itsudandbrdzoint'onndtmthorightcncimcff. The nose was smashed and the
bombardier thrown through it on the second contact with the ground and he rolled maybe
Sottinfrmtcfth.ahip,lhenlulthttbshipm]dnolmprth, I cut the mixture
controls and the master switch and went through the fromt windshield, A fire had started
htbrightucounandlhnthom'mﬂdsomgo, so we all got away from the ship
at a safe distance, The bombardier had to be carried, the engineer was sitting in the
navigators compartment end the radio operator was between the pilot and co-pilot seat
on the nose wheel doors. Thoynllgotontmderthoirmpworthrmghﬂntrut
windshield or top hatch, The ship completely burned and the 50 calibre rounds of
ammunition, smoke grenades, flares and one remaining bomb all exploded. Nobody was injured
from that, Ipctchodupth.p:llcuhndwouﬂslndnn.lludothsbo-hudicrndtn
enlisted men as comfortable as possible. Help reached us 40 or 45 minutes later.

sl

S. ¥c KINM,)
2d Lt., AC,
Co-Pilot,

e IRl -
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Statement

I was Engineer Gunner on a one-hour instrument flight in
a B-26, I was reading a book during the flight, not paying
much attention to what was going on, until I felt what seemed

to be the impact of the propellor hitting the growmd.,
Immediately the plane began to crash-land on itr belly
for a distance of 300 to LOO yards, after which it ground-looped.,
I was in the radio room, and instruments began to fall all over
me, I managed to get up and went forward to the pilot, who was
still at the controls,
After he and I got out of the plane, I noticed that the rest

of the crew was out of the plane. The plane was smoking, and a

short while later burst into flames.

'Q\‘ A \'\[Z\ T
Carl Radar, 38539360
Sgt
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7 spril 1945

Statement

We were on a one-hour instrument flight in a B-26, in

which I was radio-gunner, At approximately 1600 hours (5 gpril
1945) the pilot buzzed two times, The last time the propellor

hit something which seemed to be the ground. Immediately the
plane began to crash-land on its belly., It came to a stop,
ground-looping after about 300 yards,

When I came to, Imlylngonﬂngromdmn‘o-thy
plane, I do not recall how I got there, Shortly afterward
the plane caught fire, and I heard an explosion which sounded
like one of the bombs,

I was then taken to the 199th Aviation Medical Dispensary,

~

/7 -
/’ e o
W b -V el

Wade H, Price, 34110888
Sgt, Sta A73
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Q

4 5 ALDYU ARTERS
Z=-M-10
205oth Engineer Aviation Fire Pighting Platoon

oUBJ&CT: Airplane Crash,
TO ¢ Group Operations Officer, 416th Bomb Gp (L), APO 140, US Army

At about 1600 hours, 5 April 1945, I was in the Area of the
Control Tower when I saw smoke, directly North of this Station, The
Control Tower contactcd a plane in the air and asked it to investigate,
i1t was immediately reported as B-26 which was in a field and was
burning.

I immediately took my fire truck and an ambulance and proceeded
to the scene, When I had traveled about one (1) mile in that
direction I saw what appeared to me to be a bomb explode,

I arrived at the crash at ebout 1620 hours and found that a
passing truck had stopped before I arrived and had loaded the Crew
in his truck. I had three (3) of the Crew members transferred to the
ambulance and the other two (2) who were not badly injured, loaded

into my jeep. I ask one of the Officers who was loaded into my jeep
if there were any bombs left in the crash. He replied that one (1)
bomb was in the crash but had gone off, and the other three (3) were
lying in the field. He pointed them out to me. I then dispatched
the ambulance and jeep to the 199th Medical Dispensary, and went to
the crash to put the fire out., This was accomplished 2% about

1700 hours.

8 ANDEBIAOUN
lst Lt., Ct
Fire Marshal
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,iz.fSTQ;CTED ;
HEAIQUARTTRS . G=CP=2
AAP STATTON A=T3 e

APO 140, U 8§ Amy
U april 295

360.33

r— SUBJECT: Repart of Aircraft Accident, A.F. No. L2-95807.

™ t Comanding Qeneral, 99th Combat Bomb wing, APO 1LO, U S,Army.

Transmitted harewith WD) AAF Perm No. li, Report of Ajreraft Accident,
in accerdance with paragraph 2, Memorandum 62-2, Weadquarters, 9th Bembard-
ment NMvision, dated 12 warch 19L5.

Por the Commanding Officer;

CYRIL S, PARFEL,
1st Lt, Alr CG‘]B,
Adjutant,

9 Inclosures; All in Quadruplicate
1 = WD AAF Parm No. 1.
2 - Statement of Pilot.
3 - Statement of Co-Pilot.
L - statement of pngineer-Qunner.
S - Statement of Radio-Gumner.
6 - statement of Fire Marshal,
7 = Statement of CWO, USA.
8 - Letter fram President of Aircraft Investigation Board,
9 = Accident Pictures.

360,33 1st Ind,
HEADQUARTERS 9TH AIR DIVISION, APO 140, U, S. ARMY, % Jume 195

4 ~ 5 *s 3 - A DN IO ? —
mending Genersl, Ninth Air Force, APO 696, U. S. Army,

Submitted in compliance with Memorandum 55-1, Headquarters Ninth Air Force,
Maxrch 1945.
2 Delay in submission due to coordination and further investigstion within
his headouarters.
For the Commanding Genersl: e I
5020 b
2.7 Z
~‘,> “/ . ‘/\’_" l.
\,‘, I . VEGA, Jsl,
9/ 7 LR COLONEL, AC,

9 Incls: n/e (in trip)
ADIYAN | GENERAL

07.. “‘:gl:ol:,s“
N e A,
RESTRG ER @y

»
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TR I EC'T D
2nd Inde. =

T a 19145
596, U S Army, 17 June 19L5.

1. North Carolina., (Attn: Chief, Fly-
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