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. ..SESTRICTER

DESCRIPTIO§ OF ACCIDENT
(Brief narrative of accident. Include statement of responsibility and recon:mendations for action to prevent repetition)

le On B pugust 1944, Robert §. Jtubbs, 0-689283, 2nd Lt, AC, after having
properly checked his sireraft, a B-26P45, jAF #42-95813, taxied out for teke-off
on & combat missdion,

The first part of his tekemoff run was normsl, It was not until the extreme
last part of the take-off run that the lose of power from his right engine became now
ticesble on the controls, At this time the nose w.eel was off the ground and the
siroraft was at the critical point of becoming airbornee

Lt Stubbs tried to attain & flying attitude, but when his right engine starte
ed cutting out, and & crash became inevitable, he retarded the throttles and signa)ed
for wheels up. The crash was violent, the airoraft broke into two seotions at the
forward bomb bay, There was 1no fire. Noue of the crew members suffered more than &
minor ilujurye.

2, The accident was caused 100% by materiel failure (right engine), There was
& gradual loss of power precluding the possibility of the aircraft becoming airberue,
The specific ceuse is undetermined,

Se Reconmendationsy None,

Srecn gl e
WORALD N, ERANDON, Lt, 391, AS.

e ) '.:-
Horile & dicllane
.

A LIS, W), Al

TRICTEE
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572ND BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON

APO 140, U. S. ARMY,
26 AUGUST 194L.

SUBJECT: AIRPLANE ACCIDENT 26 AUGUST 19LL - PILOT'S STATEMEWS.
AIRPLANE # La-95813.

T0 . OPERATIONS OFF ICER, 391ST BOMBARDMENT GROUP, APO 140,
Ue So ARMY,

1. ABOUT THREE FOURTHS OF THE WAY DOWN THE RUNWAY, | NOT I CED
A LOSS OF POWER IN MY RIGHT ENGINE. AT FIRST, | THOUGHT THAT MY
THROTTLE HAD CREPW: SO | ADVANCED THE RIGHT THROTTLE TO BRING THE
POWER SETTING UP TO THE LEFT ENGINE. THE MANIFOLD PRESSURE CAME
UP TO ABOUT L7". THEN | KNEW THAT IT WAS LOSS OF POWER. THE END
OF THE RUNWAY CAME UP AND | ONLY HAD 130 M.P.H. | TRIED TO PULL
THE AIRPLANE UP AND SIGNALED FOR WHEELS UP. THE RIGHT ENGINE
STARTED CUTTING OUT,., 1 LEFT FULL POWER ON TRYING TO GET SAFELY
AIRBORN. THE AIRCRAFT KEPT SETTLING IN AND | SAW THAT THERE WAS
NOTHING TO DO BUT LAND STRAIGHT AHEAD. | CHOPPED THROTTLES AND
CRASH LANDED STRAIGHT AHEAD, HITTING A STUMP WNICH TORE THE AIR-
CRAFT IN TWO PIECES. NONE OF THE CREW WAS SERIOUSLY INJURED.

-

k 7 < ’. /"
ROBERT S. STUBBS,
2ND LT, AC.
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572ND BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON

APO 140, U. S. ARMY,
26 AUGUST 19LL.

SUBJECT: AIRPLANE ACCIDENT 26 AUGUST 19L); - ENGINEER'S STATEMENT.
AIRPLANE # La~95613.

TO OPERATIONS OFFICER, 391ST BOMBARDMENT GROUP, APO 14O, U. S.
ARMY .

1. | WAS RIBDNG BETWEEN THE PILOT AND COPILOT ON THE TAKE OFF ,
BUT | WAS NOT WATCHING THE INSTRUMENTS CLOSELY BECAUSE THE CREW CHIEF
HAD TOLD ME TO WATCH THE TIRES WHICH PROBABLY WOULD BE ROUGH AND
NOISEY. | WAS CONCENTRATING ON THAT AND DID NOT NOTICE WHAT WAS
GOING ON UNTIL WE WERE AT THE END OF THE RUNWAY. | NOTICED THE
PILOT MOTION FOR "WHEELS UP™. . THEN | COULD SEE THE PLANE SETTLING:
SO | LOOKED FOR A SEAT AND SRACED MYSELF BEHIND THE PILOT*'S SEAT.
| HEARD THE RIGHT ENGINE MISS WHEN IT SETTLED AND SAW THE PILOT CUTTING

SGT, 572ND BOMB
ENGINEER=GUNN
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572ND HOMBARDWENT SQUAD:ON
391st Bombardment Group
Office of tusEngineering Officer

APO 140, U.S, Armmy
12 Cctober 1944

SUBJECT: Alirplane Accident, 26 August 1944, Alrplane #42-95813,
Model BE-26B45, Squadron Engineering Officer's
Statement,

Engineering Officer, 301lst Bombardment Group, AFO 140,
U. S« Armye.

l« All statements and conclusions as to the cause of this
sccident are gathered from my investigation of alrcraft after the
crash and dats related to me by my Assistant Engineering Officer,
lst Lt. Charles C. Taylor; also approximately twenty (20) Line
Personnel and two (2) Pilots, all who were at the end of the run-
way &t the time of the accident. I did not witness the crash
personally but arrived at the scene ten minutes later.

a. Alrplane #42-95813 had 453:00 hours at time of crash.
At 448:45 hours, a new right engine was installed, #FP-062316.
This new engine (right) had a total of 4:15 hcures, which was the to-
tal time for the te hop and one other non-operational flight prior
tc the crash. otk mentioned ] showed satisfactory perform-
ance and recelved s " s
the engine (rignt) preflighted perfectly with full power and no
magneto drop, as told to me Dy the Fllot, Rouert S, Stubbs, 2nd
Lt, AC.

5 " . - 4 - - 5
Q.R. { ron pllots. Pricor to the crash,

e AL the time of the crash, the alrplane nad ninety-
three (93) operational missions without & mechanical sbortlion. :
consider the Crew Chief of tals aircraft one of the best, bDoth
technically and as a soldler in the performance of hls duties on
the line. He now has rifteen (15) more misalcons on Lis newly as-
signed alrplane without & sechanical adortien.

e. A8t Lt, Charles C. Taylor, my sscsistant, with several
Crew Chlefs and Fliant Chlefs, she witnessed the attempted take-oll
and creash stated that they could not detect amy mechanical trouble
and that the sngine did not cut 2wl

de The alrplane and both englines were too badly damaged
for suah Anvestigat!on, which resulted Iin 2y delng unabie 1¢ bave
the saglaes Bicck-tested at & Tepalr Tepot, ™a =a forlicy of
danage %83 due 10 TUmAPOUS tree STumps in the path of the alrplane
refore 1% cane %0 & S0P SPpralimately 350 yards from the end of the
mnee Y.
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HE ADQUARTERS G=GB=2
AAF STATION A-T3

APO 140, U S Ay,

SURJECT: Report of Aircraft Accident, AJF. No. Le=95813.
TO : Comsanding General, 9th Bombardment Division (M), APO 140, Ustfe Army.

rransmitted herewith WD AAF Form No. liy, Report of Adrcraft AC iaer:t., in
Trans , E ‘ e a8
accordance with paragraph 2, Memorandum 06J=<, IX Pamber Command, dated 15 April
15uk.

For tne Com andiRg fsd

-/"'- ¢
i E. BOWEN,
1st Lt, Air Corps,
Adjutant .

-~
7 Inclasures:

Incl #1 = WD AAF Form No. Us ip 4u.‘qu§¢3¢':c.

Incl #¢ - Engineer's Statement, in q‘mv._u:c.ne.

Incl #3 - Pilot's Statement, in quadruplicates

Incl # so=-Filot's Statement, in quadruplicate. ‘ 22
Incl # Squaaron Engineering Officer's ,. &cnem.\, in im"ru}*:\,d,t.
Incl #0 1st Ind. }q 9th Bamiardment Division M), in ,umutu;.‘.\ ate.
Inci #7 = Lir, Subject "Report of Aircraft Accicent™, in duplicate.

Submitted in compliance wikl .
dated 22 Mareh 1944,

arding Gereral:
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360433 2nd Ind, - E-CS
HEADJUARTERS NINTH AIR FORCE, APO 696, US Arwy. .y b

TO: Chisf, Flying Safety,.Army Air Forces, Winston-Salem 1, North Carolima,
Report of Aircraft Accident Camittee approved,

For the Comsanding Gersrals

o «
il

5 Incle: n/e (2 cys ea w/d) 24,1‘“:: 2’,
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