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Rr STRICTED,

DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT

.
‘Birief narrative of accident. Include statement of responsibility and recommendations for action to prevent repetitiond
& .

ls The elements lguding up ta the final phas: of this accident, wnich ended in
a ditching, were caused by a mideair collision, while returning from a combat
mission on 25 August 1944, at about 1650. The specific cause of this mid-air
collision is undetermined. At this time Lieutenant vice suffered the loss of
his left engine and damage to his left wing. At the time of the collision the
tail gunner of Lieutenant Rice's 8irplane bailed out, was later ‘rescued and re-
turned to his home station.

Letting down through the overcasé on single engine, Rlanning to land on the
beachhead, Lieutenant Rice found he had let down over Guernsey Islang., Here
his guod engine was Imocked out by enti-airoraft {ire. He then had to ditch.
Five crew members of this aircraft are accounted for. The eixth crew member,
radic operztor gunner, is believed to have gone down with the aircraft, In-
closed statements will furnish further details,

2. The specific cause of the mideair collision is undetermined. The di tching was
& direct result of enemy anti-aircraft fire,

3e Recommendations; None
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SSTRICT ™A

EBADQUARTZRS 39157 SOMBARDMENT GROUP
APO 140, U, S, ARMY

28 August’ 1944,
SUBJSCT: Account of Alroraft Accldent.
0 ’ opo.:ttiono officer, 391st Bombardment Group, APO #l40. .

1. The two ships collided in mid-air, one ship (Capt Thorn, pilot)spun
and was last seen going into the undercest at an altitude of approximtely
4500t to 5000', The other ship (Lt Rice, pilot) hed an engine feathered and
was losing altitude while heading toward Cherbourg Peninsula, The ship went
into clouds on thet heeding. I lost altitude and gained a position shoad of
Lt. Rice and circled below the overcast between the Isles of Guernsey and Jersey
in an effort to intercept his ship and lead him to & field on the peninsulse, I “
first spotted his ship when he was being shot st by enemy flak positions located
on the Isle of Guernsey, he was heading directly over it at an estimated altitude
of 1500 feet, We hcd radio contact and I directsd him to turn south and interoept
my ship which he attempted to do, The flak he had received over the Isle was '
heavy, accurate and intense and his good engine was smoking badly (Yight blue
smoke) , and he called telling me he was leosing altitude, could not make the main-
land, and consequently was ditching., He made & very good lending, a8 he hit the
ship went slmost completely under the water and then came to the surface where it
floated flat with the top of its wings above water for five to ten seconds. It
then stuck the nose down with the tail straight up for another estimted five to
ten seconds befors sinking out of sight. We chrcled the spot snd thought we count-
od five men floAting in Mae Wests, the dingyy had not opened and must have gone down
with the ship. We threw them four “K" type dinghys and they were seen to hit about
one hundred feet from the men. We attempted to call Axir-Sea rescue but with no
results, We had our I, P. F. in the emergency position all the time w oircled
sad also attempted to call “parade® and any bese in Normandy which could give as-
sistemce. ] circled for approximately fifteen (15) or tweaty (20) minutes and
then headed for the nearest base ‘ou which I could land, We gave the controller
his exaet position and he contacted AireSes rescue. The men were last seen floate
ing in the water about ten (1) miles directly south of the Isle of Guernsey.

-

§73rd Flight Leader.
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573RD BOMBARDMIENT SQUADRON AAF
Office of the Operations Officer
i Station #166

27 August 1944
SUSJLCT: Statememt of alrcralt Accldent=-Alrcraflt

Crerations Officer, J9lst Sombardment
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RESTRICTED

HEADQUARTERS
AAF STATION #166

AFO # 140
30 Mugust 1944

SBJOT: FReport of Alrcraflt Accident,
* : Commanding General, IX Bomber Command, APO 140, U, S, Amye

de Tremsmitted herewith WD, A4T Pomm No. Ui, Feport of Afrcraft Accident,
(is quadruplieete) of aircrat B-26B45, No. 42-95797.

Por the Coomanding COfficer:

9 Imels:

2 Tel: Statement of Co-Pilot, 24 1, Sink,

‘S el ' * Bombardier, lst 1s. &lu
b Imecl: Mlight Isade.:, Japt. Rutle
5 Mal: Mevigator, Cept. Fanner,
é Jel: . Pilot, 24 1It. Rice,

T Iel: Co-Pilot, 2¢ it, lbscovie
8 Inel: Bomburdler, 24 11, Teters.
9 Dol Ngineer, Prt, Ibtrick.

260,73 1s* Ind.
HFADOUARTFRS IX BOMB'R COMMAND,. APO 140, U, S. ARMY, 5 September 19/4.

1'0: Con.ending Gemeral, Nint" Adr Force (Rear), APO 6%, U. S. Ammy.

Subm’ tted in compliance with Memorandum 55-1, Headquarters, Nin¢h Alr Foree,
dated 22 March 1944.

For the Commarding Gemeral:

9 Ingle: wn'e (1 ey ea w/d)
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360,33 2nd Ind -CS

360,33 e Ind, E=CS J

HEADQUARTCRS NINTH AIR FORCE, APO 696, US Ammy, 3 October 19LkL. :
.

: .
03 Chief, .I‘l;ri-r; —afely, Amy Air Forces, Winston-Salem 1, North Carolina.

Report of Alreraft Accidenf committee approved,

IA./ /’{ﬁ’
. ' Bajér, Air Cor
9 Incle: n/c (2 cye ea w/d) V. t K«H C:en:r:nl:

sor the Comending Ceneral:
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