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RESTRICTZ 2

DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT

»

( Brief narrative of accident. Ineclude statement of responsibility and recommendations for action to prevent repetition)

1. Om 4 July 1944, Donald D. O'Nare, 0-735810, lst Lt A.C., after having properly
checked his aircraft B-26BSO MA, AF No. 42-96832, took off om & local training
micsion with a seven man crew and ten (10) onme humdred peind bomb load. Just as
the airecraft was becoming airborne the left engine failed completely. The right
propeller fluctuated considerably. The aircraft never attained emough air speed
to insure retaining control and holding altitude. The pilot picked a graia field
and made a belly landing., The landing was beautifully executed om & slight up-
slope. The soft dirt tore off the lower segments of each engine cowling, the
wheel nacelle doors, the bombay doors, the keel beam of the bombey and part of

the skin under the fuselage. The aircraft slid etruight up the slepe for approxi-
mately 150-200 yards. At that time it wemnt acroes a diteh approximately eix (6)
feet wide and four (4) feet deep. The shock even at slow speed swung the aircraft
to the right, tore off the left engine, and set the airoraft afire. In the ewing
to the right the fuselage rode over the torn off left emgine, tearing out the rear
bombay and breaking the fuselage in two. The crew evacuated the airplane through
the copilot's and mavigator's hatch. The pilot's hatch was jammed. Ome enlisted
man was in the tail. He was removed by the copilot and the emgineer-gumnmer. The
airceraft had checked out on the preflight but on previous flights had been criti-
oized for lack of power. ;

2. The crash was caused by 100% materiel failure; complete left engine failure
and probable failure of right propeller, cause undetermined.

3., There are no recommendations.

T

Domald K. Brandom, Lt Col. A.C.

| ' ey n, Lt Col. A.C.
Date ... ,Jm lm. A
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~2lst Ecmberdment Group

ArQ 140, US Army
8 July 1944

3 'S STATeb:ET Gi
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4 July 1944 1 w s pilot of E-Z6 No 42-95832,
ndred pound Lombs. The plane was found to
Jsce Y o atine gound cilieci,
minor desynchronization of the props which

cust I wa- about to become sirovcrne at the
ft en;ine beckfired violently two or three

impracticable to set the ship down beceuze of trees at
he fleld. Consequently 4 tock off and ny co-pilot pulled
; I immediately festhered the left engine and used full
nich incidently wes not sufficient.
I cleared the the end oi tne fie with my air speed
29, and begzn turn to the ﬂig to uvoiu‘bn. Norgo Jhiecel

»e

torers, I t“,. :ri'd to milk up ®y fls_ s gently, but found

racticel because the ship se =d much.

ght prop be an to oscillete mor: violently and my enginecer
mainteln a constant rpm setting. Ey this time my airspeed
© 120 mph and I kmew 1 would heve to make a cresh landing.

*

w14 +*aRh 4,9 * o~ T

zu.' VeVl o - .4.L va .J., —:. - exl
tion and me in for a crash 1] ding I cut
R th vt it ; ! e ove 1

= ~P
.k., “ Lad

~ T
.. v vd UVa'S

ielt engine wes ripped off.

. The crew left by ;;ca;ﬁ datc €S, +he bomberdier, and radic man
SUITTEd 18T ad 2fid degreec 4rns; the enlisted Uompbardier sulfered
broken arm, hecd 1ndar*e- hna l1st and 2nd degree burns; the rest

ol the crew tuffercd minor lst degree burns; and I had minor laceretions |
of the ja& PY
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57STH ECUEARDNENT SQUABRCE (M), ARLY AIR FORCES
2¢lst Bomberdment Group -

CSTATUENT OF ENGINEsR-GUWNER O CRASE LANDING®

1;ing in ship 42-95832 - 4 July 1944 - as engineer, I made

-~ routine ground check of the ship and found the ship C.K. I waes
petween the pilot asnd co=pilot end vatcheg the =ngine check perform-
ed by pilot. The check showed th engines were O.K. We taxled to
teke-of f positicn at the heed ol runway 2Y0., We started down the
runwey at approximately 1250. The first thing that went wrong %as
the right prop governcr would not hold the prop &t its set rpm. I
tried my best to hold it =t Z7CC rpm to synchronize it with the left
engine. The ship w:s just parely off the ground when the left engine
started cutting out. It backfired as though it was Telng starved of
fuel. 1t OfHere, the pilot, used the engline until the porver ves
2lmost completely gone, then feathe ed the engine with the feather
switch. I pulled- the mixture control’to idle cut off. Lt OtHare
irredistely trimmed the ship to full radder trim although 15 deg
wes not enough. The ship seemed tc be goirg O.X. and Lt C'Hare
soid *Netll make it O.Z." and lazughed it off In nis usual coolnesse.
we were turning left 3l the time and losing very 1ittle altitude.
A few seconds later we were Just berely over the tree tops and told
us to zet set. We ivere all in eresh pesition before thet, cxcept
nyselfe I sew the-field-he intended to set dowvn in and released the
right prop control end turned to get behind the pllot's seat. The
fipst impact wes not as rough 28 I expected. A matter of scconds

r fractions of second the right engine was ripped off and pert of
o fuselage at the nevigator's compartment also. Flames practicelly

] the nevigator's compartment anc part ol ihe cockpit., I manage

- &

o

1 > 0 o a®™sn) 3 : - + ¥ -~ 41 AP ¥ . ~W
LA g_..LQ s Vil & 110 FFPL. ,C-ra.,._'.as. - ‘A)r:_ftl.

Y _ - -

v-wtaLCc.
-

el I suffered only lst degree turns to both ears, hair
slightly, and © fer body and lime briiE=s5y —— ——

4

(hlin. KA
S/8gt CALVIN L. IzA'.E.S.,

A3N 19049132,
575th Eomb S¢.
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—RESTRIS

572ND BONBARDMENT SQUADRON
3291st Bombardment Group

7

APO # 140
4 July 1944

SUBJECT: Statement of T/3gt. Ralph J. Hobbs..

TO + Whom 1t may concern.

1. While working on airplane 42-95803 thr*s afterncon, I
heard an airplane coming down runway 03. About at the intersection
of runway 03 and 32, I noticed that one engine was cutting out
and both engines were smoking ‘considersbly on the take-off. As the
plane climbed into the air, it seemed to cut out more frequently.
The plane banked to the left and rose to a height just over the trees.
I stood on the wing of my alirplane until the plane that had taken
off went out of my sight.

/7//£fl 7 Lt
/ ralph J. Hobba, T/Sgt.,
Crew Chief, 42-95803

572nd SPomb Sq.
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RESTRICI L

o

HEADQUARTERS
AAF STATION 166

-SUBJZC‘rs Report of Aircraft jccident. A.F. Ne. L2-95832,

70 1 Commanding Gemeral, IX Bamber Command, APO 140, U S Ammy.

l. Transmitted herewith WD AAP Form li, Report of jircraft Accident, 5%
in accordance with paragraph 2, Wemorandum 62-2, IX Bamber Command, dated 747 ~
13 april 19lk. :

For the Commanding Offiger;

G . ’
1st It, Adr Corps,
e Adjutant,
1 = AiP Porm 1 (quad) :
2 - statement of Yitnesses (quad )
3 - One set of pictures crash landing (quad)

360.33 : 1st Ind,
HEADQUARTERS IX BOMBER COMMAND, 140, U.S. ARNY, 16 July 1944.

~ T0: Commanding General, Ninth Air Forcs (Rear), APO 696, U.S. Army, -

4 Submitted in compliance with Ninth Air Force Memorandum 55-1 dated 22 “' ¢
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%mmrm(mﬁ.mgtl.h. i9m1,a4.

To: Commanding Gemeral, IX Bomber Command, APO 140, U. S. Amy.
‘ 1. Returned for correction.

2 Mt.nﬂb-““ﬁwﬁﬁﬁ“”d“
and witnesses.

,. Mﬁ“udﬂ.*ﬂhﬁh%hm

=

" Preceding indorsement complied with,
For the Commanding General:

|st LT AIR CORPS

n/ ASS'T ADJ. GENERAL.
3 Incls: c

960. 33 4th Ind. B-I-11
HEADQUARTERS, NINTH AIR PORCE (EEAR), APO 696, U. S. ARMY, 26 July 1944.

To: Chisf, Mlyidg Safety, Amy Air Forces, Winston-Salem 1, North Carolima.

@  erort of A/C Ascident Committes approved.
M::

Jor the Commanding Gemeral:
“r' m@rp..

— 3 Imls: nfe { 2 oys oa w/d} Asst. Adj. Gemerul.

S PP, R s
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