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ARMY AIR FORCES b g
REPORT OF MAJOR ACCIDENT ~, |

Use this form in accordance with AAF Reg. 62-14 and “Aircraft Accident g

Investigator’s Handbook” issued by Office of Flying Safety, H-dqunm AAF,
mmmwmmwmmw “(‘“") S ;i

Ifdﬁﬁmdwbmﬁwm:bdb bypn*ra
section letter and subsection number. .

rJ

or nr—u—h.Cn:ntyNuMT"""vW -'—"'1 e =

70 Miles SW of Marseilles, nce in hé Mediterranean Marignar

2.Was Coruumion WiTe OTHER AIRCRAFT? AF Nos. rwmum(mmrnumm Darx
Yes No Sth ;
ot 0 A\IRCR/

L. Amcmarr No. T 5 3. Houz BramoN

A=26C 4435303 Cembrai, France

4 Am Fomck ox CoMManD BUBCOMMAND Grour No, ANp TYrs

/9th 4¥  -|9th Air Divieion | Unknown 391 Bowd Gp= 73rd_Bomb

8. Darz o MAnUyaC- | ToTAL HOURS Darx Last OvErmAUL | OVERBAULING DEror OR Sun-pErog” Houns Since OVEREAUL
TURE
80140

Attach detalled statement of toch orders baving direct bearing on this accident which have not been complied with. Deseribe orders and give reassns for

Section C—OPERATOR (Person af controls of fime of accident)
Finsr NaMx MippLe INrriaL Grapx Braxca ASN

Man] O Major AC 4

2 Ar 8 L%l CoMManp SUBCOMMAND Wixa Guour No. aND ST
Enroute Hunter Fld| Ga.  -9th-AF 9th Air Div) V | Unknowm 391 Bomb Gp

_

3 AsmiGNED STATION AF on CoMMAND BURCOMMAND WixNe Guour No. axp Trre

Bnroute

[N m RATING? Byg [xo PRESENT RATING DaTs RRCEIVED 5. NorMaL Dury Srarve

Pilot 12 0 Duc., 4 O lo022
(o gty 45 Section D—OPERATOR'S FLYING EXPERIENCE (Including civilian)

xwma:ml()ﬂnl’nmo- Fill in ltems S and 9 only if was student in train- [10. AAF ScHOOLS PREVIOUSLY ATTENDED AND DartRs
SrupENT ] OTHER STUDENT ing er rated pilot in CIS, OTU, ete.

6#:!:‘("&0] 8. Taawxs Crass No. 4xp Scuoor, GTU, OOTS, Erc.
OWR | 235723 Unknown Unknown

Unkrzown 1 9. Prasx aoxp Houms ix Twms Prase
Puasz J Duas ox Cormer | Bowe ox lsr Prior|

Unknowa /| |Unknowm Unknown

I __INSTRUMENT RATING 1f answer to number 12 s Yes, or if accident occurred at night or under
Trrs | Day jastrument of Laknown tions, Bl in items 13 through 17.
Unknown Unknown Houns ist Pnor OTRER

Last Cumex | Darz
Stamox

- .
Unknown | MMRM

12. Was on instruments st time
of Sociient o (mmediataly Detors Lavs

?

[[] v=s ] we \ )
m& Dars

INVOLVED (Including operator and afl other |

Pxas. As08) PARACHUTES

Crass. .
ORADE AND
SERIAL No. BRANCH OF |STMMrot Uskp
SERVICE

(AAF
fra .
@ ] ® ® o |0

Richmond, Manley O. AC Ma jor 0};

*|Hanna, Robert C. 5 AC lst Lt |18

A
)

Gross, John K. AC S/8gt | 38

{|Sowrs, Elbert 7. AC ls% Lt4 18

R \9\




o
Ij Section F-DAMAGE
Deacribe briefly the extea: of the & d " Ifaireraft ls missing, write “Mising.” If sircraft was totally

—
1. To Amcrarr 4
Complete wreck, not recanod from se i

|
2 To Ewanve 5 '* f 3
3. To Prorzuizk : i : | '

4 To Pmvars Peorzkry (Exriany o Arracaxzsrs)

l‘ Nome

Section G—POWER PLANT FAILURE

This must be signed by Houss

m @ ®)

MiNvres
(0]
2. Exorve MoomL _I
3. Examx No. 3
S
4. Exorne-Houns Bowen Last Masor OVEREAUL

5 Dxror or Sus-pEror PERroRMing OVERHAUL

(Use this section of the form if power plant fallure was a contribating cause factor In the accident. L Duramon or FLiGx? StvcE Last Taxs-ory
engineering officer;

6. Torar Examxs-Houns

7. Prorzuszs MopxL /

§. Prorxiizs-HOURS Spvce MAJOR OVERHAUL

9 BTATEMENT OF OPERATOR, I¥ AVAILABLE, ON BERAVIOR oF POWER PLANT AND MANIPULATION OF O

Owrczs, Mecuavics, 4xD OTHERS A8 70 WHAT FALED AND Prosasis REasons Wuy

Lu. Ocraxz Ramivoe or ’E Exanzxmine Orncza (Name, Girade, and Station)

_Section H—AIRFRAME, LANDING GEAR, OR OTHER MATERIEL

(hl&.-ﬁnll-“hl-nv-nm-h-hh“n. Thim must be aigned by eaginsering offcar

L D—n;lml(u—uthn.uu.mlun.--nuimavha-!n-nmarmmm'm'—mmum'ﬂn‘-
™y Fanuss

ENGINEXRING OvrcEn
(Name, Grade, and Station) *

Section I—SPECIAL EQUIPMENT

(Uar (his aection | apecial equipmen! parachutes. radie. evygen fre ote.
for any reassn M-.-‘-hv—-d-l“hlh.;.-J

L Descusx How rus Sraaar Equormzst Cow 0 ™E A on 10 Irs Rasvirs
r




e Sectien '} —AIRPORT AND FACILITIES AND ARWAYS

a

mu*uum-uw-*—u&--—.*ﬁ--h
. ‘mpinlenance,

¢, elther b

. ‘.

Section K—WEATHER (This must be
T T aiies, sk B 2 noae U100

7= How AND Arracs CorY or WEATHE T

I.' uA - N ™ Sum

Weather Continued - ‘
Forecst for route was for a layer of stratus base 10-1500 ft., tops
Scattered cirrus, with patches

20-2500 ft. vsby 12 miles or better.

of medium cloud off Spanish coast. _
: the accident. ff W

Weather not congjdgre or

. L

AT st WP | S y 71\t Lt., AC, Base Weather Officer

Section L—GENERAL INFORMATION

meumtmu”mmmm'u;lm.uﬂm

-

2 WaAT Was TR MmsoN?
Ferrying R

c'mmmm“wmul-wum-? (Espistn)

None

5. DmcIPLINARY ACTION TANEN OB CONTEMFLATED

Not gppliceble.

LY o CLEARANCE (A Yorm W) “To

Fuom -
Comtact Marignane, France ~ Marrdkech, Ne.Africa

On Locas

v.h‘!‘!-lnnll'lun-.u-N!Do- AxY Fraroas INvorven i Tas Accmewy, Grvs UR No.

No.

None

-~

EPrain FULLY AND ATracw (OFY

Ci g A R B M O v




| [————ree

|

L TEwL ix Naznanive Form, o as Moos DErais as NecEssaxy, lmva-lmnAmmm Bz Suns v0 Coven EveERrrmno Tuar May Have
ConTainUTED TOWARD THE ACCIDENT. INCLUDE KECOMMENDATIONS POR ACTION 10 PREVENT AccprNTs, AND Acmion Tanex

At 0609Z A-26C 44-35303, Pilot Major Manley O. Richmemd, took off from Marignane
Airfield, France, 17 August 1945, leading a flight of three (3) A-26's to Marrakech,
Ne Africas At 0636Z just after reaching 8000' and leveling off on course, A-260
44=35303 went into a vertical dive and disappeared into the undercast at 3000, The
two (2) other A-26's followed the lead ship down and found the wreckage, and also saw
an empty parachute floating down. The pilots of the two (2) A-25's declare that they
did not see any power plant failure nor any part of the aircreft break off’'or seem to
be inaa malfunctioning state,

An air/sea rescue B-17 from B4th Bomb Group at Istres Airfield, France, relieved
one of the A-26's from circling the wreckage, at 0905Z. The crew of the B-17 Believiag
that a body observed in the water showed some signs of life, dropped an airbourne lifee
boat within 100' of the body. However, no survivors seemed to gain the boate At
epproximately 1343Z this B=17 sighted the USS Generdl McRae, which was notiffed to
divert its course to scene of accident, and brought this Army transport boat to scene
of aceidént. The USS McRae picked up the airbourne lifeboat which didnot contain mmy
survivors. The McRae didnot sight any bodies and picked up no wreckage.

Pilots' statements ‘are attdsted,

The possibility that the automatic pilot was put on Just as aircxﬁi
leveled out put forth as a suggestion. That either the automati g
not adjusted properly before being put on or was defective 1s consider
ed as a possible answer to the strange behavior of the aircraft.

That the pilot had unfastened his safety belt and the sharp lurch

had knocked him out preventing him from turning the automatic pilot
off or overcoming the eradic behavior of the automatic pilot 1s also
put forth as a suggested possibility.

|

2 RECOMMEND AONS o
-

(1) That closer pre-flight inspections be given to the automatic
pilot of these planes.

(2) That baggage should be inspected closer to make sure it is
tied down and secure and not next to control cables.

A

M"‘?’

I‘I‘ATP’: IAC‘

LGATING BOARD FROM KEFORTING gy | #ramon. 1411th AAF .B‘IOJUnit.

Gmaps Guasx ORGaNTZA TION . Onpl

Capte lhllth AT BU Capt, 1411th AAF BU 1lst Lt.

IW“' ; 1 ._,-é {m” Sl ¢

" m/m"s - > jﬁm_ Ca m/mﬁ - Tr’?«m bLnb’M. EIM
OnGaNmanos OBGaNTIA TYON

clp' 1431tk AA® BU . lst Ltl 1411th AsF BU

. O COVERRGERT MR GPTIEE MO <400S | > .
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Control Tower: Reported on 17 August 1945.

Adroraft (A-26) 220 reported on "B"
water, 20 mimites from Marignane at O643Z,"
and (however due to the faet that

hearing them, advised aircraft to report
Cround station,

Airways Air to Greund (Approash Contrel):

intercommunication between aireraft on VHF, "C" chaonsl,
to land at the nearest field (in excited voies).

sided conversation on VHF between 220

of the acecident, Advised 220

the other to climb until

At 0710Z following comversation with #176: "Does there appear to be any
survivors?™ Answer: "No, one parachute empty,"

At 0720Z to F176: "Call Galley on "A" channel and try £ to obtain fix,"
(no success) later cheei: revealed that beth airereft could receive but could
not transmit "A" channel.

At 08177 B=17 #1055 (rescue aircraft) comtacted
pertinent informetion was transmitted to him,
or 560 on AL4O kes and if contact was e
also advised A-26's that they were to
make ocontact at the time,

At 08312 A=26 560 advised he
;zn. Operations instructed him

At 09227 B-17 #1055 advised he was

At 10202 B=-17 #1055 was instructed to clish to 5000 ft for fix,

-RESTT TR




TE 'y IVILY
At 10452 B=17 £1055 was notified that a U, S. Army Transport was enroute,

um”zl-ums-ummmzussucm(mnm
were enroute and if sighted contact with blinker,

At 11027 B-17 #1055 advised fix obtained,

umum\uuunossumuummt-m.m
party on 500 kes, He replied "no", but would do so,

LtMZMiWMMmMMoMWM’OOM
ummsmumm.w No change in position,

unmmswmn--mmmw-mm 1 advised
#1055 Lt when relieved he was to retum to Marigoane instead of Istres,

Asunzwmlmssmt.bm-wmmmumr
mmramm'wum'mmmm

MDZZZMSSWWCbMMWMwmmm

At 13297 #1055 was cleared to return to Marignane, On the way back at
wuwwmzm-lmuumam

uwurwswmmwm(uasnumu)uu
umdm.m-odqumotmtolup.

uxsnzlmsswmmwnuwc-'mmusoomm
.thanorMbwmm to Marignane,

\/—,‘//l/&/l/‘“/ (_/ /a\»ﬂ'tt'\
Charles ¥, Abrem

ASK 15019283

T Sgt, Alr Corps

Tower Chief
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piloted by a Major M.O.
0
"'3-"3'? -:’35‘ 15*

Position of ditehing wms fixed at approximately

g
:
3
B
3
m
2

ﬁ’m at a

the Group Operations Office of the 384th

~

g
B
B
s
i
]
i
§
§
m

Alreraft #4b4=-35

A=26
with shree other aboard had

§
m»mn. MMWm 2 ..m‘.
m m mm nnmmm mmw
al. "m. mmmmwam

RLHRE
mm 1 E.

0ffice of the Group Equipment Officer

m
g
1
:
|
m
:

Contained herein is a narrative of ASR activi

on the 17%h of August 1945.
AS 0920 hours, 17%h of August 1945,

g
w
i
3
:
:

373.4

™

Bomb Group was notified that an
RICHMOND, ASN 0-401055,
hlno-hh.
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-..'-0, -4-hJ

the searsh A/C started taek to Base, landing st Marignsme Airport at 1840 hours.
II. Recommeadatioas.

e
Be
Ce
4o

Cleser coordination betwsem Marignane, RAF and 384th Bomb Group.
Common figaring for all sesareh eraft.
t theze o as A/S R Wwiefing bdefore ships take off,
U.S. or Allied naval surface exaft should be made gvailable frem
@
Ceatral Control should be set wp at Wing for seareh. Clossr eoardination
with A7C, RAF and other ccmesrned.
¢ should de definitely understoed by all comcermed tha$ the Air Sea
in oomplete charge of the ssareh from time first worl

/8/ Joha J, 0'Domnell
/& Joha 7, 0'Cemnell
Captain, Air Oorps,
Oroup Equip 0,

~rRTIFIED TRUE COPY:
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BASE WEATHER OFFICE 5 J"~
1411 AAF Base Unit ¥ l B
AFO 741 U S ARMY [ &

19 August 1945

SUBJECT: Weather Conditions between 0600Z and 07002, 17 August 1945.

™ t Air<Sea Rescue Officer, 1411 AAF Base Unit, FURDATC, AFPO 741,
UeS. Army .

le Weather at Marignane was as listed below:

0600Z « Estimated 20,000 ft Broken Cirrus cloud, vsby 12 miles, Wind

S‘ 2 ._ﬂh.
0700Z « Estimated 20,000 ft broken Cirrostratus cloud, vsby 12 miles,

wind calme

2000 ft wind « 010/10 mph
5000 ft wind pO/ls mph

2. Forecast for route was for a layer of stratus base 10<1500 ft., tops
20-2500 fte veby 12 miles or better. Scattered cirrus, with patches of medium

cloud off Spanish coaste

/s/ Peter R, Ce Jarratt

/t/ PETER R, Co JARRATT
18t Ltey, Alr Corps,
Base Weather Officer

cmrm ‘!'RU! GOPY:

”

\/M/! :r:f c fé }/
GRANT ECK

2nd Lto. Alr 'Co!‘pl.




ng nilot | s cireraft Lo,
in fli-ht, d ) any indic tioen of Limronor loc?
ard that 1little ¢ Y T'aS N2CesSsSnry,

_,.,?-prlri!) TRUE CO“YMT Janley 0, Richmond
once Zibooddlow 7Ex
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TRUE COPY

TACTICAL
WEIGHT and BALANCE CLEARANCE

san 16 Aug 19495 ;
MISHON Ferry SSRIAL MO 44"3530_1 o RAK

BASIC AIRPLANE (from chort C)
( 60 ) Gollons

FUELs

w] o w-

DISTRIBUTION OF LOAD
]

Nacelle ... 600 gal

wo. | wmewt
1] 200
21 400

.""ing esocse 200 ga

Ferry «.... 600 gal

NI e e sstsesstisssetssiscesiessesesessssassasessssssenses

1
MINIMUM LDG. GR. WT.
( ) Rds. ( ) Col.

Baggage
Daggage
Baggage
Dingy Raft 39

(Thie above discrigtion o

tions that wexe made

(BULTIN_ [ D00 ) Gel.

&
condi 1011“( der r 5508 SV { >
e omitted frqm origi EXTERNAL ( ) Gol.

m "F", erry 600
TOTAL WEIGHT REMOVED |- 120
TOTAL WEIGHT ADDED + 400
NET DIFFERENCE (Ref. 9) 280

e

(Umcwrrwcred )

[TO[TAKE-OFF CONDITION [Corrected
IN% MAC

LIMITS r 3
5 rod Mox. Toke-olf Ge Wi 194000 15 | COMPUTED BY_s Holmes

Recommended Mox. Landing Gr. Wi 345000 1s. | wBGHT & saL orcerleds Kne

Mo‘u-n..___l_i?__.xn_j.ﬁl x mac |mor_Hanley 0, Bichmond

(ror Temsront aeo camo wissias, wewnrvaeIcny TRUE COPY:

P L L




OFLRA
AP 1411 AAF BASE INIT

- EURD AR 741

PILOT'S NAME RAST

B SEE EFLOW -

umummwwm

03 RICHMOND, M.O. AT,

4176 MASSONI, ReJe LT,

9560 MAC FARREN, DoJ. LT,

(ESTIMATED FLIGHT TIME PLUS 2 HOURS)

W.X, FOLDFR ATTACHED

Lieutennnt (

& l.aa

(SIGNED) R.E, WEIR lst LT, Air Corps

DEPARTURE RECORD

AnERarT o v
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UNITED STATES ARMY ATR FORCES

HEADQUARTERS
EUROPEAN DIVISION ATR TRANSPORT OOMMAND
(14,00th AAP Base Tnit)
APO 741  U.S. Army

In reply refer to: 3J/dpe
360, 33 6 September 1945

SUBJECT: Report of Major Accident on A=26C No, Li=35303,

TO ¢ Commanding General, Army Air Forces, Winston-Salem, N.C.
Attan: Chief of Flying Safety

1. Herewith transmitted the AAF Form 1 with attachments on sc=
cident involving A=26C No. 44~35303 which crashed enroute from Marig-
nane to Marrakech, 17 August 1945,

2. Subject forms have been delayed due to erroneous transidttal
by 1411th AAF Base Unit,

FOR THE COMMANDING GENSRAL:

g =
/vt
Lt. Colonel, AGD,

7 Incls: Adjutant General.
Incl 1 = AAF Form 1,
Incl 2 = AAF Form 23
Incl 3 - Forn P N 4
Incl 4 - Pilots' Statement . DISPATCHF
Incl 5 = Extract of Tower Log : ATCHED
Incl 6 - Narrative Report from Air Safety Center - n7“£'EP 1945
- W AAF BUY
Incl 7 = Weather Report {\; A
/\J' b 241 W&
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BRIEF OF
ATRCRAFT
ACCIDENT
DATE AND TIME

PLACE OF ACCIDENT

AIRCRAFT AND STATION
ATRCRAFT DAMAGE
PILOT NAME

PILOT STATION

PERSONNEL INVOLVED
AND INJURIES

DESCRIPTION OF
ACCIDENT

MISSION

WEATHER

'mmcm‘ - »
HEADQUARTERS ARMY ATR FOR\,(S

OFFICE OF FLYING SAFETY BRIEF NO
WASHINGTON

17 Aug 45 06352

Approx. 42 dege., 3 mins. North, 04 degs. 15 Mine. Rast.
A-26C (44-35303) 573 B 8q, 391 B @, 9 Alr Div., APO uoi Shipment

Probable comphete wreck.

AFAFS-1
C-1138

26642

Major Manley 0. Richmond

573 B 8q, 391 B G, 9 Air Div., APO 140, Shipment No R-6142 D,

Pilot; Bombdardier, lst Lt. Robert C. Hanna; Crew Chief, 8/sgt.
John K. Gross; Navigator, lst Lt. Eldbert J. Sowers; -- unknown.

/ Plane flying in flight of three between Marignane and Marrakech '
at 8000 ft. when plane iu suddenly went into nose dive. Pilots |

in other aircraft attempted to follow dowa but lost sight due ¢
to undercast. Parts of wreckage and oil slick were found on ‘

down,

Terrying plane to Zone of Interior - Cleared from Marignane Apt.,

to
¥eather broken, strata us

3000 f%.




