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WA.RDEPARTMENT

U. S ARMY AR FORCES
REPORT OF AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT

(1) Place ... AAF . RERO —. (2 Date 5 (%) Time 1715
Amcrarr: (4) Type and model _ R = A F . No &% . (l) Station ... BT SN
Organization: Nintu AF ® 83rd Serwice e BTth _Sexvice LSR5 e

I(Anlmn.n!unl Au Foroe) (Group) (Squadron)

PERSONNEL

PrrsoxweL Bravcs | A Fomce on ResvLr 10 I Usz o
CrLass . CoMmanp ! PERsoNNEL | PaRACHUTE

SSgRG Ul e e 1% | a9

18 No

18 [TACinth Al ne | No
| < |
'

). Malter ___Philiy . S, — (21) Q=7304094 (22) Captain (3 18 (g . AC
(Last name) (First name) (Middle initial) (Serial ) (Hank) (Persounel ciass) C

Assigned (25) .9%h _B. Do Ninth AF (2¢) 321st Bomb_ d Bomb (28 .. Y=29
(Command and Air Force) (Group) L (Seation)

Attached for flying (29) Sm Bae L.  Ninth i@e) . 391st Eomies) 573rd Bomb @3 Y=29

Command sad Air Force) (Group) (Squadron) (Station)

Original rating (33) Pilot [.Jen 43 Preseut rating (35)2110t  (38) 7_Jan 44 Ingrument rating (37) 19 March
(Rating) (Date) (Rating) “(Date) [V

First Privor Hours
(at the time of this aecident) N
(38) This type . ——r 380 (42) Instrument time last 6 montha

(39) This model..... s s ’ —. (43) Instrument time last 30 SR
(40) Last 90 days.._ . e i cevee  enimerentoee.ee  (#4) Night time last 6 months.
(41) Total PSS s - €3990 (45) Night time last 30 days_________________

AIRCRAFT DAMAGE

2 DAMAGE ! (49) LIST OF DAMAGED PARTS

‘ ')_propeller blades,
) Engine(s)....
48) Propeller(s). M

Weather at the time of accident
to eight (8) miles wisibilitys surface , wind

." 0° at “i"'no “51
Was the pilot flying on instruments at the time of accident . 30
Cleared from ... I=44 (83) To Y=29

Pilot's mission Adninistretive,

Nature of accident .._Rovved up propeller of stationary aireraft struck stee]l matti

ptand.

~ . - L . :
Leoose Hessinn matting was ; ed up by wnouum ores tad

) Cause of socident

a s L 4bad.
ubmitied;

THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED AW EO 13526




Date
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DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT

Brief narrative of accident Include statement of responsibility and recommendations for action to prevent repetition)

On May 4 1945, Capt Philip S, Walter, flyimg A=-26C25 type aircraft A.F. §43-
22645, landed away from bese at Station Y=-44, '

After teking off from Y=-44 and returning to base, Capt Walter found that the
tips of his ship's left propeller blades had been damaged., Flight cheracteristics
had been normal on return trip and Capt Walter had been unmaware of his propeller
striking any obstruction,

Upon return to Y-44 to ascertain the cause of damage, Capt Walter found a
loose section of Hessian matting in the hardstand in which he had been parked, The
matting showed a ut which was evidently caused by a turning propeller,

The ground bene he matting was soft enough to allow the plane's weight to depress
the center of tb“ section, thereby elevating its edge to a height which would allow
it to be sucked into a rapidly revolving propeller.

J

Immediate Cause: left propeller struck Hessian Matting.
— »op g

Underlying Cause: Loose section of Hessian latting was drawn into path of
revolving propeller by propeller suction when engines
were run upe

Responsibility: 1007 Airport Terrain.

Recommendations; lione,

»
>

Signature ~ . "- L = “ A
FLQGD B, 3;};1"'3’, T 201y AeCo
{ 3

/
& ALy ., Ja - St

JAKIN, Capt, A.Cy

///,_ /_(/9 S, /,/

1LLI M ¢, CORRELL, Capt, A.Ce
8 May 1945,
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WAR DEPARTMENT
A AP

FORM NO. 1 A
-2-a2

G‘ v FLIGHT

(S

REPORT - encineering

SERVICING AT STATION OF TAKE-OFF
CHECK IMMEDIATELY BEFONE TAKE-OFF

STATUS

DAL!.o! INSPECTED TODAY

L AJ

FUEL
GALLONS

oI

"
HOURS QUARTS

DuE

L o

STATION

>
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senv.| W semv. | i
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v
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EXCEPTIONAL RELEASE

WHEN THE "STATUS TODAY ' IS INDICATED BY A RED SYMBOL
AND AN EXCEPTIONAL RELEASE'' HAS NOT BEEN GRANTED
.V AN AUTHORIZED ENGINEERING OFFICER, THE PILOT OF THE
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/
..
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573RD BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON AAF
Office of the Operations Officer
Station Y¥-29

SURJECT: Pilot's Statement of Aireraft Accident,

<

™ ¢ Operations Officer, 391st Bombardment Croup AAF, U, S. Army.

After returning from a cross country from Y-44 in Adrcraft #43-22645, A-26,
and cutting engines in my hardstand area, I notliced the propeller tips of the
left propeller were dameged. Because the flight was normsl and there was no
vibration I was unable to determine the cause of the demage. I returned to Y-44
May 5, 1945, and upon observing the hardstand in which I had parked, found, that
the wire mesh had been cut. Damage was probably caused by wire mesh matting
being sucked into the prop as I added excessive power to pull out of my parked

position.

-
) “
Y aiu.)

PHILIP? S. WALTER,
Captain, Air Corps,
Pilot.

THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED TAW EO 13526




THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526

87TE AIR SERVICE SQUADRON
Office of the angineering Officer

AFC 145, U.S, irmy.
5 Kay 1945.

Statewent of Aircraft Damage.

Operations Officer, Head uarters, 39lst Bombardment Group, APO
140, U.S. Army.

l. Adrcraft, A-26C #43-22645 suffered damage to propeller blades
on propeller of left engine when propeller tips hit matting on hardstand as
Aircraft was being parked on hardstand. This hardstand had apparently been
used by heavier aircraft which had sunk matting into the ground far enough
to allow blades on this type aircraft to come into contact with masting, The
propéller blades were only slightly burred on the tips but propeller was re-
moved and replaced. The propeller is repeirable and has been broken down and
shipped to Depot for repair.

For the Commanding Officer:

L)/a QI.,. @ H())\Q'\A«f
WALTEE B, NORTHAUP, 'O~
lst Lt, Air Corps,

&ngineering Officer.

l.
L - v e (&)
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perations oi Gamages
P & 148 y
er, a | :

d to investigsnte
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of ver locose sguare

n of spongy straw verod I hessian matting.
ce There was a freshly u ingle slice about two feet long in th
quare mosh track where Pid ) ielter, said he had runned up hi

I'racks made in hardstand indicatad } lef ¢ propeller wae directl

while aircraft was parked. juar ' rack had an unusually hig

of slice,

Marcen rfmm]u
2nd Lt., r Corps
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SUBJECT: Alreraft Accident.

TO : Whom It May Concem.

1. A-26, #43-22645, Pilot Captain Philip S, Walter, landed at this
airfield at 1630 hours, 4 May 1945, and was directed to a parking ares in
the 558th Bomb Sg. The hardstands are of wire-mesh and there was excessive
straw under wire without proper fasteners on the matting. As the aireraft
taxied out of the hardstand, the left propeller tips cut through the wire-
mesh,

Ja

f
C oo €
“Nanken ~ U Aaniadanc
CHARLES E. SCHNEIDER,
1st Lt., Air Corps,
Flying Control Officer.

.

AESTRICTED
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RESTRICTED
HEADQUARTERS
AAF STATION Y-28

APO 140, U. 8. Army.
10 kay 15456
560,33
SUBJECT; Report of Aircraft Accident, A-268C25, A. F. No, 43-22845,

TO s+ Commanding General, 9th Bombardment Divisiom (M), APO 140, U.S. Army.

l. Transmitted herewith WD AAF Form No. 14, Report of Aircraft Accidenmt
in accordance with paragraph 2, Memorandum 62-2, ieadquarters, 9th Bombardment
Division (M), dated 12 March 1945,

For the Commandi

Ceptain/, Air Corps
Adjutant,

6 7=Inclss

WD AAF Form No. 14.

WD AAF Form No. 1

WD AAF Form No. 1A

Statement of Enginmering Officer
Statement of Duty Flying Centrol Officer
Statement of Pilot

Statement of Flying Control Officer,
387th Bombardment Group

1
2
3
4
S
6
7

3“«033 1st Ind. .
HEADQUARTERS 9TH AIR DIVISION, APO 140, U. S. ARNY, 17 May 1945.

70: Commanding General, Ninth Air Force, APO 696, U, S, Army,

1, Submitted in compliance with Memorandum 55-1, Headquarters Ninth Air Force,
dated 5 March 1945.

2. Delay in submission due to ecoordination and further investigation within
this hesdquarters, \‘2_
’

W 1
For the Commanding General 4 A .

’/ 4 J
1G MAY 45, "(s/{"?Z{:Wb

’ CAPTAIN, AC
7 Inclss n/e (in trip)

ADJ. GEN
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LESTRICTESB

360,33 ‘ 2nd Ind.
HEADQUARTERS, NINTH AIR FORCE, APO 696, US Army, 27 May 19L5.

To: . Commanding General, AAF, Winston-Salem 1, North Carolina., (Attn:
ing Safety.)

Report and recommendation of Aircraft Accident Committee approved.
For the Commanding General:
F.H. MONAHAN,

Lt. Col., AGD
7 Incls: n/ec (2 cys ea w/d) Asst Adj Gen,

AT
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