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ON OF ACCIDENT

Brief I .

1. Pilot tonr off for Bombing Mission.

in the formation called and nofifi 71 1in that

orassurs and oil temperabture droppad

EET ATt 123, The bad d3iae 7a3-f23
™3 H2ad 1oad af 100 paudd practiss bombs was salvoed

and 920 feet. Upon opaning tha 3om: Rayr MNoors, tha alrs

iz Lo malalais that 3peed the shly was—itesd L5 500 fas

alesased sould.o ) Aaiavained anl : il o 1 Spaoi ' gty seadind -1
Y 13 faili, &Thae alr .'"y ras thza landad o

ibo—tho o33,

2, Bxamination of thec subject enging #a3 uob abbempiced ab thls statioa, othsr than
looking for, and finding the immediate cause of the accidént, which wmas a ruptured hpse
)1 thae external oil scavengser lime from the nose section. Due to a seriss of failures of,
and deterioation in, the same section of hose, in the same squadron, the accident cemnittee
was afforded an excellent opportunity to study the cause of these failures. The study
extended over a period of approximately 3 weeks from the time the aircraft was salvaged

——from the ccean., No possitilities were neglected. The possibility-of sabetage was ———

examined very carefully. Military Intelligence was called upon for assistance.
peculiar cercumstance of all the failure occurring in one squadron, and no other, caused
the committee to suspect the possibility of sabatage. However, two recent additional
cases of the same type of failure on same type aircraft engine connected with the
squadron er group, incline the committee to doubt the possibility of sabotage.

'
y Tests were run on the same type engines, and indicate that the Thermastatic Relief
Valve on the oil cooler is clogging, causing higher pressures than normal in the line,
and failure of the hose. Pressures were taken from the scavenger line on several
engines that had given no indicatdicn of trouble, and from two engines which had ruptured
the hose line causing one engine landings. Normal pressure in the scavinger line app-
eared to be approximately 10 to 15 pounds, while in the engines which had caused trouble
pressure ran to 60 pounds. _Upon changing the oil cooler, and valve, pressure dropped,
and when the oil cooler from an engine which had caused trouble, and a new valve were
installed on the same engine, the pressure dropped, thks isolating the cause of the
trouble. The cause of the valve sticking cannot be determined by this committee as it is
beyond the scope of our ability.

" 3. RECOMMENDATICNS:

: A In the opinion of this committee, the accident was not caused by poor
maintenance, or through error of the pilot, but by failure of the Thermostatic
Relief Valve, the cause of which is unknown at the present time,

B That a full report of all trouble be submitted by the squadron to
MaterYel Division, Wright Field.

C That a greater ply hoae be used on the scavenger line, At the minimum
L ply, rather than 2 ply, as engines are now equipped upon reciept from factory.

D That the pilot be commended for good judgement, and good technique.
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OFF'ICE OF THE OPERATIONS OFFICER
575TH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON, ARYY AIR FORCES
7 3918t Bombardment Group (M), Myrtle Beach, South Carolina.

July 25, 1943

I was pilot of B-26C21, 41=-.5078. I took off at 0835 on runway
35 behind an A20. Just after leaving the ground we had a violent Yaw
to the left which I thought was prop wash, but which might have been
a partial Taflure of the left engine. I continued my climb to 900
feet and hed turned to the left when airplane 41-3506€ celled and told
me that my left engine was smoking badly. I checked it and oil smoke
was coming from under the cowling. I called the tower while at 1000
feet and told them I wes coming in for an emergency lending on runway
35. I was on t'e downwind leg at about 160 miles per hour when the oil
. pressure fluctuated and dropped to O, and the tempersture started drop-
ping racidly. I feathered the engine and notifed the tower. The co-
pilot went off to salvo the bombs from the nose, while we were at 150
MPH and 900 feet. The afrspeed droprzd to 140 MPH as he szlvoed, and
in order to hold that, T had to lower the _nose and dived to 600 feet.
I was carrying about 2500RPM and 4v inches hg on the right engine.
- When the doors came shut we were unable to pick up speed and l.st down
to 135 MFH and once at 130 MPH. I had .ntended to make a right turn
away from the fleld and come into ‘unway 35 but my speed and greadual
loss of altitude did not werr.nt it. I then attempted a left turn into
the dead engine with reduced po er on the right engine but the speed
dropped to 120 so I gave power and cal.ed to tower while at 5.0 feet,
that I was going to land in the water, which was straight ahead. I
made my descent at 150 MPH and made a flat landing in the water about
200 yards off shore. The only roughness on the landing was when the
nose finally settled causing a sudden stop. All crew members got out
ali rignt and the plane floated for about 30 seconds while we .ot the
raft out. All emervency procedures went exceliently except the co-
pilot and I each thought the other had cut the right switch and it
was not cut. The crash boat came and picked us up.

/8 GEORGE w. STALNAKER,
/% GECRGE W, STALNAKER,
Ceptain, Air Corps

A TRUE EXTRACT COFY:

~ Lt A Z R
BERNARD J. STRALS:R

1st Lt., Air Corps

Accident Investigating Officer
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OFFICE OF THE OPERATIONS CFFICER
575TH BCMBA DMENT SCUATRON, AFMY ATR FORCES
391st Bombardment Froup (M), Myrtle Beach, South Cerolina

July 25, 1943
Statement of Co-Pilot:

I was co-pilot on B=-26c21®"No. 41-35078 on a flight, July 25, 1943.
We took off from Myrtle Beach bomblng range at 835. On take off at
about 50 feet there was a violent yaw to the left. We recovered im-
mediately. An A-20 took off just ahead of us and I figured it weas
prop wasti, While we were still climbing, & B-26 which took off behind
us called us on the radio and ssid the left engine was smoking badly.
-~ - we leveled off at 1000 feet and started back to the field. We cealled
the field immediately for 'an emercgency landing. The oll temperature
stafted drooring. I called the pilots attention to .the loss of 111 pre-
ssure, end he told me to feat'er the prop. I feathered the left prop
with the festhering switch. The field was to our left, and we were un-
able to turn enourgh to make the field.

We were losing altitude, so I went into the nose and selvoed the
bombs, and closed the bombay doors again. We were carrying 48 inches
on the right engine. The cylinder head temperature was 200 degrees.
Jur airspeed was 135 - 140 MPH and we were losing, altitude. We were
unable to mske the field and the pilot sald he would lend in the water.
T rang the land bell and opened the pilot and co- ilot escepe hatch.
T held the natches to keep them from blowing off. We hit the water about
200 yar@ts off shore.

The plane was immediately filled with water. I r leased my safety
belt and went out through the co-pilots escape natch. Everyone got out
allricht. We inflated the life reft and were ' icked up by a erash
boat about ten minutes later.

/s/ EDWARD 8. W LKINSON,
T EDWARD S, WILKINSON,
2nd Lt., Air Corps,

iyt ' o

oy

A TRUE EXTRACT COPY:

g B = ol t '/’n'u/-
BRNAPD J. STRALSER
1st Lt., Air Corps
Accident Investigating Officer
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OFFICE OF THE OPERATTONS OFFICER
S575TH BOWMBARDMTNT SQUBDRON, ARMY \IR FQORCES
3713t Bombardment Spou (M), Myrtle Beach, South Carolina

July 25, 1943

Statement of Navija*or-aombar:ier:

I was navi rator-bombardier on B-26c21 No. 41-35078 on July 25th,

Soon after take off T noticed we Wore on a singzle encsine and -s-ior=
tly thersafter the co-pllot salvoes the bombs,

We were lostne altitude and airspeeqd constantly and on turning
toward the eoast the pilot sounded the warning signal for g water
landing. The radio opsrastor and T orened the nateh and braced ourae&y-
es for the shock.

As soon as the ship stopped T climbed » t ang as3sisted the others,
radio op:ratopr eand assistant ¢rew chief, thru the hateh,

The ensinesr released the life raft and in about ten minutes we
woere picked up by a erash boat,

.

s/ _FRANCIS J, MURPHY,
t, FRANCIS J, MURPHY,

Flt/0, Air Corps

OP

= A L 41
-

7% Cov 4 \/(’«44
BERNARD J, STRALSHF

lst Lt.,'Atp Corps

Accident Tnvestivating Officer

A_TRUE EXTRACT COPY:
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OFFICE OF THE OP-RATTONS OFFICER
S575TH BOMBARDMENT SywUADRON, ARM({ AIR FORCES
331st Bombardment Group (M), Myrtle Beach, South Carolina

July 25, 1943.

Statement of Radio Operator:

I was guarding the command tower frequency, when Captain
Stalnaizer called and reported we were on single ingine and coming
back for an emergency landing. "“We could not make it into the field,
so the Captaln reported to the tower that we w:re going to make a
water landing. We erashed in—the water,—just soutiy 6f Murrelis Tnlet,—
from 200 to 500 yards ofishore., I was in the radio operators seat,
sltting backwards, with my feet a ainst the laiason transmitter.
Before landing, we recaived the emergency water-landing warning bell
and esvery crew member was ready and in position for the landing. We
hit the w:ter and skidded for a .ittle way, and came to a stop.
Within seconds, the navigator, assistant crew chisf, and myself were
out the navigators hatch, and the co-pllot, pilot and engineer were
out the cockpit hatch. The ship stayed afloat approximately 50
seconds, before starting to settle and sink, during which time, we
had the 1life raft out and inflated and were aboard. About 10 minutes
later, we ‘were picked up by the crash boat.

//s/ T/SGT JERRY E. WEIS,

t/ T/SGT JERRY <. WEIS,
Radio Operator, 575th
Bomb 3q

A TRUE EXTRACT COPY:

- Lot , \ ,'(1 -

BERNARD J. STRALSER

1st Lt., Air Corps

Accident Investigating Officer
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OFFICE OF THE OPEATIO S OFFICER
575TH BOMBARDM NT SQUADRON, ARMY ATR FORCES
291st Bombardment Group (M), Myrtle Beach, Soutn .Carolina

July 25, 1943

Statement of Aerial E=Zngineers

T was the crew chief, actinz as serlial engineer on B26c-21
airplane No. 41-35078. I preflighted the plane myself on the
morning of July 25, 1943 and everything wgs alright for flight.

We took off at about 0830 or 0845, July 25, 1943 immediately behind
an A-20. There was a droppingz of the wings probably caused by the
prop washfrom the A-20. I was watching t he engine Instruments and
everything was OK. T then rechecked the generators and was sat-

isfied that everything was OK.

We were somewhere near Conway and I heard the co-pilot say

"Should T hit it." I looked aro.nd and the prop feathering switch

was on and the sngine was stopping. I dld not know the reason at
that time. Captain Stalnaker, the pilot, was trying to trim the

ship and get back to the f1sld but we were losing altitude and
airspeed. The mahifold pressure on the right engine was between

45 and 48 inches of mercury and the alrspeed around 130 to 140.

I heard the pilot say he couldn't keep 1t up and the co-pilot rand the
alarm bell for the crash landing. I saw that the navigators hatch
was unlocked. I had my life vest on and braced ready for the crash
landing in the water. I was between the pilot and co-pllot when the
the plane nit the water. - T was thrown around quite a little bit, but
knew what was going on all the time. I was out of the plane and
standing on top of the fuselage almost immediately. I unlocked the
1ife raft and got in inflated and everyone got in. We pushed clear
of the plane and walted for the crash boat which was already in

sight.

/s/ CPL. SHERWOOD CARSBON,

A TRUE EXTRAGT COPY:

(<

LA e A Lo 5 f lta W
BRRNARD J. STZALSER
1st Lt., Air Corps
Accident Investigating Officer
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HEADQUARTERS MYRTLE BEACH BOMBING RANGE BJS/JAT/"ﬁ'
Myrtle Beach, South Carolina.

3 September 1543

SUBJECT: Report of Aircraft Accident.

T t Headquarters, Flight Control Command, Army Air Forces, Winston
Salen, North Carolina.

3

1. 1Inclosed, herewith, Form 1, Accident Report.

2, Findings and recommendations have been called to the attention
of Commanding Officer, 391st Bomb Group, Myrtle Beach Bombing Range,
Myrtle Beach, South Caroclina.

HN A. TARRO,
olcnel, Air Corps,

6 Incls:
Incl 1 - AAF Form 14
Incl 2 - Statement of Pilot
Incl 3 - Statement of Co-Pilot
Incl L - Statement of Navigator
Incl 5 - Statement of Radio Operator
Incl 6 - Statement of Crew Chief
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ARMY ATR FORCES FOR ACTION A I y
HEADQUARTERS FLIGHT CONTROL COMMAND FOR INFO. ¢

FOR FILE M & R
WINSTON-SALEM, NORTH CAROLINA

DA‘ATE 13 AUGUST 1943

X !T. W X, Im.mm l RADIO

—

INCOMING ‘ 7/
MESSAGE NO. W SAL 163 V MB 363 NR 244 AUGUST 1316002

FROM TARRO. CO. MY<TLE KEACH BCMBING RANE, MYRTLE BEACH 8 6

TO HEADQUARTFRS FLIGHT ODNTROL CONMFAND

WINSTON SALEM NORTH CAROLINA 1/"

RECARDING AKF FORM FCURTEL) COVERING AIRCRAT ACCIDENT E DASH TWO
SIX C TWO CNE O PTLOT CAPT GEO W STALNAKER JULY TWO THREE
INVESTIGATION DELAYED UNTIL ATRCRAFT WAS RECOVERED FROM OCEAN AND
NECESSITY FOiz CONDUCTING EXTREMELY THOROUGH INVESTIGATION INTO

ALL CIRCUMSTANCES SURROUNDING ACCIDENT AND CAUSE. ARF Fbﬁ! FCURTEEN

WILL HE FORWARD=D UPON COMPLETION OF NECESSARY TESTS

1512743
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| | TELEGRAM RADIO

Trre v

i bt MSG 24 ARL 2 ULY 26
{ESSAGE NO, L 234 J 20/43
FROM 391ST =OMBGR NYRTLE BEACH
FIZLD WASHINGTON D

mr 1 RLOY QN 2
SAlL0 anbbil OV D, Ul

NG RANGE SC III AF C. C

dha daaan dinhho VL d P T aa\J s

3AF NO INJUR) OT, LDW..RD S WILKINSON 2ND LIZUTHINANT
3aF NO INJURY COrILOT ,FRANCIS J LURPHY FLIGHT OFFICER AUS 3AF
——
NO INJURY BOLIBARDIER SHLRV00OD D CARLSON CORFPORAL AUS 3AF NO INJURY
—

ENGINEER ROBERT L KRalXR YVT CL AUS 34aF NO INJURY ENGINZER FERRY E W

TECH SGT AUS 3AF NO INJHRY RADIC OPERATOR, E. FORMATION

B. B-20C21 41-35078 H. MYKTLE BEACH SC -I. COMPLETE W

UNKNOYN K. 251 ZRVICE GROUP L. NONE

R VTR
TO TVX 260930 LI
SHIYOL BT

i#30-1203ewt-93./=-JULY 26,1943

1503743
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RFY

FROM &8 JOMGR MYRTLE REACH SC 2514252
CG ARMX FORCES BOLLING FIELD VASHIEGTON D (

Y149 4 /11)23,1943 0900 MYRTLE BiACE SC B, GLORCE W ST.LFAKER CAPPTAIN AC
MYRTILE ¢ | Bouax;c RANCE SC IIT ar . COMPLETE FAIIURE OF Ll ENGINE IMik
AFTZR T F¥ D.  GHEORG: ¥ STAINAKSR RA_BAF EO DNJURY PILOT  EDWARD S YITKINSC)
2ND L1 ‘HT CRC 3AF NC INJUSY CPILOT FRANCIS J MURFEY ¥1,1GHT OFFICER AUS 14
Lo INJU “BARDIAH  SHERWOOD D CaR1LSOK CORTCRAL AUS 2AF KO INJURYRNGINEER

- ROBERT ‘ER PVT ¥CL AUS 3AF KO INJURY E'GINEER FERRY & /KIS TECH SGT AUS 3,
KO INJU \210 OPsrATOR E. FORMATION ¥, CaVU o, B-26C21 41-35076 H, wye

~ BEACH ¢ CORPLETE 'BECK J, UNKNOWN K. 25TH SEFVICE GROUP L. _NOFE

ESTRA PFICRITY

o |

WILLIAM COBCMGH _
m:

MzSG CANT 2517352

~2ASTRIBUICE

AFATC < A (doppe)
AFPMP (3cyps)
AFBFQ
AF MMSD-2
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