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PILOT CHARGED WITH ACCIDENT
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(39) ThLis model
(40) Last 90 days
i

AIRCRAFT DAMAGE
™

«womplete Wreck
womplete wureck
Complete lireck

g instrumes sl the ume of accider no — . —
'J ;' ’.} ’/ . % ( (04) Kind of clearance Local . a
/‘

Local

Landing Accident.

;aterial Failure.

v 2.

THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526



THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526

¢ DESCRIF "ON OF ACCIDENT

Include statement of responsibility and recommendations for action to prevent repetition)

Left tire blew out after landing while plane was rolling.
Flat tire caused tire locking rim to fly off .allowing pley in the
tire on the rim. Force of flat tire caused the plane to leave
runway and strike benk on left side of runway. Filot Wanstreet
should be commended for his masterful handling of the plane in
averting a more serious accident. o -

RECOMMENDATIQINS: None.
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575TH BOMBARDMENT SOUADRON, ARMY AIR FORCES
391st Bombardment Group (M), Myrtla Beach, South Carolira

June 30, 1943.

1 was pilot of B-26B20 Airplane (31-31764) over bomb target
2-23 when left engine becave rough, the bombadier drop b |
and headed for the field, I was alre way SO
I asked permission to come without flying the pattern, on the app-
roach the left engine misfired constantly. I made a normal landing
the plane hit smoothly but began to settle to the left, I cut the
main switech, the co-pilot cut the battery switches and mixture
control, I applied right brake to try to hold the glane straight
but was unable to do so. The plane swerved to the left and left the
runway and slid into a bank.

lly right brake was lécked but due to wet gvas I was unable to
control the direction of my roll. Upon hitting ghe embankment the
airplane was completely destroyed with the exception of parts that
may be salvaged.

A11 members of the crew escaped without injury.

¥Wm. H. Wanstreet Jr.
2nd Lt . ’ A B2 C .
Pilot, 575th Bomb. Sq B

A Z;UE EXTRECT COPY:
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‘BERNARD J. STRALSER
1st Lt., Alp/ Borps
\scident Investigat!
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MWy ¢

591st Bombardment Group, Myrtle Re:
June 30, 19432,

¥hile on a bombing mission over bombing target £-23, the left
engine was noted to be runaing extremely rough. The pilot,
2nd Lt., W, H. Wanstreet decided to come in and land. We were NW
of the target, at an altitude of about 1300°',
heading of 170 degrees (approx) trained off
the tower for permission to make
engine continued rough so a ste
aporoach, slightly "hot" about 155-160 MPH. landing was normal
until the main gear struek the runway. A terrific vibration was
I immediately got on the rudders with the pilot, reached
e ignition switeh, which the pilot had already cut, and
50 I cut the battery switcﬁel. At this tims the ship was off the
runway headed for the embaniment, The pilot unlocked the hatch
and between he, the engineer ¢2d I the hatch was open, when we
hit the embankment. I mmediately nu
one quick look at the other members
were able to help themselves and th
escape hatech. No injuries were sus

FAYMO'D B. SMITH,
" 2nd Lt. Air.Corps,

A _TRUE EXTRACT COPY:
,l/ .

/‘.1/\4,\4« d/ N L/’/z—ﬂ (‘ O
BERNARD J. STRALSER
last Lt., Aip Corps
Accident Investigating Officdr
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575TH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON, ARMY AIK FORDES
391st Bombardment p (M), Myrtle Beach, South Carolina

June 30, 1942.

I was the bombardier-navigator on B-26b20 (41-31764)
ednesday afternoon June 30, 1943.

I was in the nose preparing for the first run over the tared
when the pilot instructed me to release all ten bombs on the
ini+ial run. The bombs were salvoed, and after closing the bomb
bays and returning all switches to theirmoff" position, I left the
nose, and headed back to the navigators compartment.

At that pédmt, we were alrerdy aporoaching the field to land.
I fastened my safety belt, was gathering my bombing forms into
my kit and watching our air speed indicator as I usually do. e
wore on our final approach when I heard a terrific lmocking noise
from one of the motors. It sounded like backfire, but our approach
was normal. Our contact with the runway was easy but the ship
immediately started swerving to the left as she settled. Both the
nilc: and the eco-pilot were working furiously at this point to
right the plane, but she was already off the runway headed for an
embaniment beyond a ditch. We stopped nose first with a bolt and
everyone immediately raced forward to get out the escape hatches.

, might fast, and uninjured, except for a

Evervone left the plane

few minor scratches.

3 « -
BERNARD J. STRALSER
1st L;., AiBR Corps
Base OUperationg Officer

« «
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575TH BOMBARDAMERT SQUADEON, ARMY AIR FORCES
391st Bombardment Gmup (M), Myrtle Beach, South Carolina

June 30, 1943

I was engineer on B-26b20 airplane. Over bombing range
when left engine started to misfire. We came back to field _
and made normal landing. Ship started to settle to the left and
turn to left. Pilot straightened ship out but couldn't hold
it. Co-pilot cut all switches and controls, when ship started
to leave run way. I helped open hatches and sat down behild
co-pilot. When ship ran into an enbankment.

JOStzPH L. KREPELKA,
8/Sgt.

A,TRUE EXTRACT COPY:

u,7'6 LPLJ'LJ/'/(;‘¢: Z‘Léz"'

/" "BERNA'D J. STHALSER
1st Lt., Afr Corps
Base Operations Officer
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575TH BOXB

RDEENT SQUAD i, ARM FORCES
91st Bombardment Group (i), Myrtle Deach, Sorth Carolina

+ ALl

June 30, 1943.

I was the radio operator in the B-26b20 and on the final
aporoach noticed the left engine was pmisfiring end giving out
loud ¥mocks. Ship hit runway smoothly and then started to
and tremble. I braced myself in my seat and vaited for ship
to sbop.

I never noticed anything while ship was in the ‘air only
on the abbroach.

RAYMOND RIBEIRO,
T/Sgt.

A TRYE EXTRACT COPY:
/[ (7 ; o

¥ 7( Lrace o e £ &{ =

HERNARD J. STRALSER

1st Lt., Ai# Corpe

Accident Investicating Officer
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JUNE 30, 1943

SUBJECT: fSRASH OF ONE B-26B203 ARMY 41-31764
591ST BOMB GROUP; S7S5TH SQUADRON

T0 BASE OPERATIONS OFFICER, MYRTLE BEACH ARMY
AIR BASE, MYRTLE BEACH, SOUTH CAROLINA

DETAILS: 1. MISSION-=LOCAL
2. TAKEOFF TIME=1511
NOTE: IN NUMBER ONE TAKEOFF POSITION AT
1458. BEGAN TAKEOFF, BUT DID'NT
TAKE SHIP OFF GROUND.
LANDING INSTRUCTIONS

(1) AT 1605, 1764 INFORMED TOWER OF TROUBLE
WITH ENGINE,

(2) AT 1606 TOWER CLEARED 1764 TO LAND ON
STRAIGHT IN APPROACH.

(3) LANDING WAS INTO THE SOUTH. WIND DIRECT-
ION SOUTH SOUTHWEST; VELOCITY 8-12 MPH.

LEFT TIRE BEGAN TO WOBBLE ABOUT 200 FEET
NORTH OF INTERSECTION.

DISPATCHED AMBULANCE AND CRASH TRUCK IMMED-
IATELY AND NOTIFIED NECESSARY PERSONNEL.

« 1608 PLANE LEFT Rl

ALL '(/‘ ’;‘M"’“M

DAROLD E, GAUGER
S/SGT necoce
DET 4TH ARWYS COM SQ
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DETACHMENT
JRTH AIRWAYS COMMUNICATIONS
MYRTLE BEACH, SOUTH CAROLINA

JUNE 30, 1943

SUBJECT: CRASH OF ONE B-26B820; ARMY 41-31764

T0

391ST BOMB CROUP; S7STH SQUADRON

BASE OPERATIONS OFFICER, MYRTLE BEACH
ARMY AIR BASE, MYRTLE BEACH, SOUTH CAR.

DETAILS OF CRASH: THE SHIP APPEARED TO MAKE A

NORMAL LANDING ALTHOUGH 1TS
APPROACH WAS A LITTLE FAST,
AFTER LANDING THE SHIP RCOLL-
ED NORMALLY FOR ABOUT 100 YDS.
Atn THEN THE LEFT TIRE WENT
FLAT.

THE WHEEL BEGAN TO WOBBLE
PULLING THE SHIP TO THE LEFT
AND LEFT THE RUNWAY JUST SOUTH
OF THE INTERSECTION, CRASHING
INTO THE BANK AT THE LEFT OF
THE RUNWAY.

A IRDROME OFFICER OF DAY
2ND LT E. F. ANDERSON
AIR CORPS
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HEADQUARTERS MYRTLE BEACH BOMBING RANGE BJS/JAT/ebg
Myrtle Beach, South Carolina

July 12, 1943

SUBJECT: Report of Aircraft Accident.
¢ Commanding General, Army Air Forces, Washington,

T0

m. c.

1. Inclosed, herewith, Form 14, Acecl

Statement
Statement
Statement
Statement
Statement
Statement
Statement

l =
2 -
3 -
4 -
5 -
6 -
7 -
8 -
9 -

AAF Form 14.

of
of
of
of
of
of
of

Fhotographs.

olonel, Air Corps /qQL
ommanding -

CoePilot.
Nav.-Bomb.
Engineer.

Radlo Operator.
Tower Operator.
Airdrome Officer.

.v/’~

61 M el
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ARMY AIR FORCES For Action 11

For Info. g

mmmn.mmooma.m For File NAR

WINSTON-SALBM, NORTH CAROLINA
y DATE - _ ey

X T. W X, TELBORAM

INCOMING
MESSAGE ¥Oe 11 G 32 ARL 23 JULY 2/43

MYRTLE BEACH BOMBING 'R.-.NGE JYRTLE BEACH SC QQTRQZ
CG AAF

13

A JUNE 30 1943 1008 EWT MBRR MYRTLE BEACH SC

e ————————————

W-NSTREZT WILLIAM H JR LT AUS 111 BOMBER CO MAND

B
C LANDING ACCIDENT LEFT TIRE BLEW OUT
D

f’_I_Lfﬂ‘ WANSTRE T;IL.qu_l: H JR 2ND LT AUS 111 BOMBER COMMANI

UNINJURED COILOT 'TI"TT.IX"_R D 2ND LT AUS 111 BOMBER COMMAND

BOMBARDIER HERBERT 2ND LT AUS 111 BOMBER COMMAND UNINJURE!
RADIO OPERATOR PIBERIRO RAYMOND T/SGT AUS 111 BOMBER COMMAND

—

NI RED ENGINEER KRE’ELKA JOSEPH L S/SGT AUS 111 BOMBER

L1=-31704. . B=20 B20
MYRTLE BEACH BOMBING RANGE MYRTLE BEACH SC

COMPLETE WRECK
BLOW OUT OF
FLORENCE /RiY AIR BASE NOTIFIED
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ARMY AIR FORCES For Action

For Info.
HEADQUARTERS FLIOHT CONTROL COMSMAND For File

WINSTON-SALEM, NORTH CAROLINA
) DATE

Ts Wo X, TELEORAM

INCOMING
MESSAGE NO,

RECD AAF ¥SG C°N 0117192
RECD AFAFC 010502 2WT
TO TWX 020930 EWT

H1213 EWT
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~

5 4 >

| SC 011541%

ARMY AIR FORCES
13-
A
JUNE 30 1943 1603 EWT MBBR MYRTLE BEACH S L

——

WANSTREET WILLIAM H JR 2ND LT AUS 111 BOMBER COMMAND

LANDING ACCIDENT LEFT TIRE BLEW OUT
PILOT WANSTREET WILLIAM H JR 2ND LT AUS 111 BOMBER COMMAND UNINJURED

CO-PILOT SMITH R D 2ND LT AUS 111 BOMBER COMMAND UNINJURED BOMB-
\

ARDIER EERBERT 2KD LT AUS 111 BOMBER COMMAND UNINJURED RADIO OPERATOR
e ——

JOSEPH L S/SGT AUS 111 BOMBER COMMAND UNINJURED

E. LOCAL FLIGHT

F. NOT APFLICABLE

G. 41-31764 B-26 B20

H.  MYRTLE BEACE BOMBING RANGE MYRTLE BEACH SC
COMPLETE WRECK

BLOW OUT OF LEFT TIRE

AFACG NOTIFIED

TARRO COMBBR

RECVD AAF MESSAGE CENTER 0117194 AJB
DISTRIBUTION

AFRFC[4cps) AFBFO
& TR e 3-0"0 . APPMP{3cps)
AFATC AFMM&D-2
AFTAS
AFRTW({2cps)
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