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WAR DEPARTMENT
5. ARMY AIR FORCES
REPORT OF AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT «/ - _

Beech, South Carolina 2 . JJ.ne 25, 1943 3 7 1600 EWT

B=-26B20 6 Siation Myrtle Beach Bomb ’ﬁgr_;ge
I?:n§omb.h55F ; ”3?%iﬁujomb 9 \Ezgth soﬁ;uﬂx) MY

R = PERSONNEL =1 ' '

g — - —— -

Crass Fiks .N‘tl I l::l;"’?l

an il 1 () | ,m

07*; Watkinson, Arlie G, ' P 0-731 706 2nd Lt, 01
{)%¥ Metelsky, Peter(JMI) P 0-€669759 2nd Lt. ol

J’LE Kelbach, Carl R, E 13047715 S/8gt .- 20

-

7

aw)

None /
None / N ne,
None 4| Norne
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HEADQUARTF8g /
FLIGHT CONTROL
Q‘ SONmaND *
‘0. g a 00

1 ARGED WITH ACCIDENT
Metelsky Peter m.II) 0-669763 22 2nd Lt,

— erin ank 8 4 APOCSEINE Ly s Branch)

25 IfI SA‘;— :d“39l§t éomb., 574t}|1— .somb(n ) - 28 nyrtle Beach Bomb.
' . sadro - > 4777 Rg.
29 IDL- am*\ ¢0361§§ Bomb 57S£n bomb(lMI)1'¢yrtls Beach Somb

and aod A

Rg.
v Pllot 34 1-14-43; 35 Pilot ;ul-%4-43 DSLTQIBEnL rating Srss '

& E
Vol (42) Instrument time last 6 o
- I‘.O 3) Instrument time last 3 A
€ ( Night time last 6 months
Y. ¥ v N e Night time last 30 dayvs__.
AIRCRAFT DAMAGE
497 L1

Nose demolished
lMajor Repatrs
One blade of each prop bent.

Ceiling 30092££: Southsoutheast wind at 12 MPH.

Heavy
rains.

: Myrtle Be?cq 53) 1 yrtle 37 (54) Kind of clearnnce I@cal=Transition
flight.
’iransi tion. 72—

Taxi Accident. NG ST/ (¥
| 0f 40 Pl

weident _Combination of pilot inexperionce. wet taxiways and smooth tires.
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DESCRIP TON OF ACCIDENT

ty and recommendations for action to prevent repetition)

Filot was being checked out as first pilot on this type aircraft.
This was the [irst time he was flying ship from left side of coekplt and
was taxiing on taxiway during local rain shower prior to take off.

In the opinion of this committee, the accident was caused by
the combination of inexperience of the pilot, wet tuxiway,

tires.
RECONAENDATIONS: Recommend thaat in the future pilots be checked

out in aircraft during better weather condltions, and that they be
glven aircraft which are as mechanically perBect as possible.

and smooth

4

July 5, 1943

V. 5. COVERNEENT PRINTIAG OPFICE  16—28757-1
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RESTRICTED

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCEERN:

On the afternoon of June 25, 1943 et 1400 I was co-
in & B-26B20 MA, AAF No 4l1- 317&0, eirplene, and mede the first
take-off of & tranﬁixinn_fli ht. I made a2 lending from the right
side and took off again, went up to 1500 feet where I practiced
a traffice pattern. I landed agein and Lt Watkinson, my instructor
pilot, decided to let me take the vlene off sitting on the left
side. It wes raining when we changed seats so he had me taxi to
a hardstand and turn up the engines. We heard the tower sey the
r=in was caused by & locasl thunder head, and figured it would be
blear by the time we taxled to the other side. As we approached the
last turn the rain ceme down harder then ever. As it wes the first
time I had ever texied a B-26 I naturally tock it very easy having
being warned about slippery texiwzys; I was especially careful.
Near the last turn I slowed down and eprlied the left brake but
nothing seemed to happen. I tried slowing down more =and hit the
left breke avain but the ditch was too close. The?e wes a coil-of
wire .on the runwsy lviﬂr in the treck made by the left mein wheel.
I firmly believe thet I hit the left br:ke vhen the left wheel weas
on the coil of wire. The traction under the left wheel was very
»oor, bad enough o that it wes too lete to -top. When we stopped
we saw smoke in the nose and immedietely cut out switches.

J{Ll (NMI METELSKY,
<nd Lt 574th Bomb Sc
391st Bomb Gp.

Pilot Ship #41-31740
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4 IT M:Y CONCERN:

On the afternoon of June 25, 1943 Lieutenant Metelsky end I
were scheduled for e four hour transition flight in = B-26B-20M:i, &v,
AAF No 41-31740. After mesIne tvwo tekeoffs and two lendings from the
rizht side Lieutenant Metelsky was moved over to the left seat for
the next tekeoff. Shortly before we were ready to takeoff & locel
thunderstorm moved in snd the ship was taxied to & hardstand to weit
for the storm to move on. The tower hed steted flying was not celled
off es it wes just a local storm. Then the rein eased the plene was
texied out towsrds the runwey. VWhile texiing it begsn to rein harder.
I dectded to weit at the end of tre t veoff runwav for the rain to let
up &€ no vecant herdstznds were eveileble in sight. On the finel turn
before arriving at the tukeoff runwey the left brake or tire failed
to zet traction end started slioping, meking it impossible to gulde
the ship. As the nosewhzel csterted down into & ditch, I pulled the
cirbreke emergency 'release.

Lieutenant sMetelcky had never t
left side but had been maklng & €0 i
moved ove- to that side. Up until t
no indication thet he wesn't complet
rlene.

exied the B-26 befcre from the
enouzh shoving to warrent being
he time of the accident there wa:
ely capable of taxiing the eir-

A small coil of vire we:s laying in the track by the left
tire, on the taxiway, which misht heve caused the . wheel to 1ése”
traction on & wvet spot. After the first landing & hydreulic leek wet
noted on the left wheel which wes checked after the second lending end
proncunced in good condition by the engineer. Both tires hed been

[FLI: G. WATKINCON

3ud Lt 574th Bomd “u
391st Bomb Gp

Pilot Ship # 41-31740
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TO WHOM IT MAY CONCEEN:

On the afterncon of June 25, 1943, I was engineer on & B-26B20MA.
e were flying transition and made two takeoffs end two lendings.

Aftew the sece nd land iing it hed begun to rain, we therefore taxigd to
& hardstand and ran up cur eneines. Vhen the rain finelly eased up we
texied toward: fﬂe runwey. We apour- eched the tukeoff runwey 17 end
had to meke & left turn. The Pilot hed control of the eirplene at ail
times. He pressed on the left brake end it didn't seem to teke hold
end we heade& for the ditch. As a lact resort the co-pilot pulled the
Engine air-brake bottle, es we =lid into.the ditch. I went out the
camere hstch and the pilot and co-pilot went cut the Navigetor's Hatch.

ot / tnh

« KALBAC]
?/:ut 574th Bomb So.
391st Bomb Gp
Engineer-Cunner
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HRADQUARTERS 391ST BOMBARDMENT GROUP (M) AAF
liyrtls Beach, S« Co

STATEMENTs

On April 1, 1943, the undersigned, Ceptain Joe 2.
Barll,Jr.,0-417690, was designated Group Safety Officer, Special
—Ordor #35, this headquarters. = '

On May 25, 1943, the day the flight echelon arrived at
this station, all pilots were warned by the Base Operations Officer
that taxi-ways and runwaye were extremely slippery when wet. On
numerous oocasions ships had slid into ditches by attempting too
fast taxiing when taxi-ways were wet,

Several days later the Group Commander recommended to
Bese Operatioms that signs be placed along taxi-ways and especially
at turns, warning pilots of the danger, and was informed that signs
would be so placed. This was not accomplished.

At a pilots meeting on Jume 25, 1943, all pilots were
again cautioned about this situation, and advised not to land when
run ways were wet, except in an emergency.

This eccident was not caused by improper taxiing, but
due to the sharp turh and an incline toward the ditch.

Te L

QE B. BARIL, o
Captain, Air Corps,
Group Safety Officer,
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§74TH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON
3918T BOMB GROUP (M) AAF
MYRTLE BEACH
SOUTH CAROLINA

June 25, 1943,
_ACCIDENT REPORT
AIRCRAFT DATA:

Alr oraft Serial No. 41-31740

Engine Nos. Lo 4850078 Re42-41096
Engine Time L= £66.7 R- 2566.7
Total Engine Time Lo 266.7 Re 256.7
Total Time of Alrcraft. 888.7

Engineering Officer's Diagnosis of Trouble:

SETRRTERTE ge—Y PR

the afternoon of June £5, 1943, Airplane No., 41-31740,
Model B-£6B20MA, while taxi on a wet taxiway went into e
ditch and suffered considerable damage to the nose seotion of
the fuselage and propellers.

The airplane was in good mechaniceal eondition. The probable
cause of the accident was a slippery texiway.

& ( %«/i ! J
mm.
Lt. u;- »
hgmorug cere

VGt 7 RESTRIOTER
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RESTRIC TED

BASE WEATHAR OFFICE
NYRTIE ERACK B3O BING RANGE
MYRTIE BRACH, S, 6.

SUBJECT: Alreraft Accident Repert,
T0 ! Regienal Sentrel Officer, Feurth Weather Reglen,
daxwell FPield, Alabama,

1. In accerdance with RGO Memerandum #35-1, dzted December 29,
1942, mabject "Aircraft Aecidents”, the fellewing repert is submi tted:

A. 2nd Lt, Peter Netelsky and a ecrev of 2 gkidded and left
the taxiway in a 3-26820, $41-31740, at 1600 BWT en June
25, 1943. The flight was a lecal missien se ne cleammase
was requifed by this eperatiens.

I is thig efficer's opinien that the weather wa g a con-
$ridtuting facter in thie ascident as all taxiways and
were in a wet cenditien at the time of the acci-
dent. TYellewing is a true eepy of eur sequensce repert
during this peried.

1430EWT E300 217/87/70%4/016/ 80501 2602
1530EVT ‘£300/0 217/85/711412/016

154SEVT SPL E3003RW- 217/85/711412/016
1610EVT SPL E3088 217/85/711%10/016
SEINENIXEIORX2IZ B2 AINTIG

1630 EUT E300 213/79/75%9/015

1730EVT SPL 300 213/82/78%10/015/ 801 2003
1830EVT SPL L300 210/81/73~8/014

6. The tendensy was fer shewery cenditiens te perglst
threugheut the day.

s
BEREARD >
3ad I8., Ar Gerps,
ftatien VeatherOffl
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HEADQUARTERS MYRTLZ BEACH BOWMBING RANGE BJS/JAT/ebg
Myrtle Beach, South Carolina

July 5, 1943

Report of Aircraft Accident.

ommgnding General, Army Alr Forces, Washington,

. v e

Inclosed, herowith, Form 14, Accident Report.

JOHN A. TARRO
Colonel, Air Corps
Commanding
8 Incls:
Incl
Ihcl
Incl
Incl
Incl
InCl
Incl
Inel

AAF Form 14.

Statement of Weather Department.
Statement of Pilot.

Statement of Co-Pilot.

Statement of Zngineer.

Statement 6f Group Safety Officer.
Statement of Croup Engineering Officer.
Photographs.

DN OdaO-

3AF 360.33 (5 Jul 43) lst Tnd. (34FR-C-1)
HEADQUARTERS THIRD AIR FORCE, Tampa, Florida, 13 JUI 1943

TO: Commanding Officer, Flight Control Commend, Army Air Forces,
Winston-Selem, North Carolina.

I? ;jif ; ( {,//
. 7777
8 Inecls. !

2/ " HENRY W/ SPILIER
1st Lieut.. A 6.0,

Asst. Adiutant General

For the Commending General:

RESTRICTD

THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526



THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526

.

ARMY AIR FORCES For Action AIU v
For Info, CS

HEADQUARTERS FLIGHT CONTROL COMMAND For File_ IR

WINSTON=-SALEM, NORTH CAROLINA
DATE 6-20=-L3

1

X l T. W, Xo RADIO

INCOMING ‘
MESSAGE No, 1SG 28 ARL 234 JUNE 26/43

KYRTLE BEACH SC 252100Z "P"™ NGC

PN T ~

CG AAF WASHINGTON D C

6-25-43 1604 MNYRTLE BZACH SC 1605

e ——

+ A AT @ Ty . ~ - .
LOT ‘I»VAAA‘IAJ.‘;A“ P REI 2Z2ND LT AC III AF

JATKINSON 4 G 2NI AC TIT AF ORC MBBR

TAXT ACCIDENT . ILOT T.XIED OFF END OF TiXI STRI? ON WAY OUT TO

KUNWAY FOR TAKE OFF

NO INJURY TO PEISONNEL

TRANSITION PILOT CHECKING OUT CO-PILOT

RAIN STORM OVIR FIELD RUNWAYS AND T:XI STRIPS Wil AND SLIV ERY

B26B 20 - 41-31740

MYRTLE B<ACH S C

NOSE WHSLL RIGHT TIR: FUSZLAGE BADLY BENT AND TORN "ROPS DO NOT
BSLIEVE THAT SUIF CAN BE REPATRED

UNKNOWN X 25TH SERVICE GROUY

NONE

WILLTIAMS COBOMGR 391

recd in aaf msg CEN 2523L0Z EB CUP)]

RECD BY AFAFC 260907 EiT

RALEASED TO TWX 260907 ewt

LH1150 ewt
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WASHINGTORN 2 €

JMMANDING CENERAL ARMY
FRO¥ COBOMGR 391 MYRTLE

MYRTLE BEACH' 5C
III AF MRC MYRTLE B3EACH INST PILOT

1005

P NMI 2RD LT AC

WATKINSON, A G 2KD PT AC II1 AF 6ORC MBER

TAX] ACCIDERT PILOT TAXIIED OFF

PILOT METELSKY,

STRIP ON WAY QUT TO

END OF TAXI &

RUNWAY FOR TAKE CFF

INJURY T0O PER3ONNEL
PI1LOT CHECKIRNG GUT CO-PILOT
OVER FIELD RUNWAYS AND TAXI STRIPS WET AND SLIPPERY

174C

')
v

MYRTLE BEACH S

" o 1 "o el
NGSE WHEEL RIGHT

THAT SHIF CAN BE
25TH SERVICE GROUP

.

UNENOWN

WILLIAMS CCACMGR 391

MESG CENT: 2523404

DISTRIBUTION

o |
AFPMP {3cys) AFBFO ™
AFRIC (Beys)  APMMEDwR:
AFATC AFRTW Zgys)
AFDBS-2 AFTAS = _

NOP ¢

06 W oz
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