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R DEPARTMENT
- A. F. Form No. 14 :
Revised May 15, 1942) Accipent No

WAR DEPARTMENT
U. S. ARMY AIR FORCES

REPORT OF AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT
K

- N G - 5 Fslur m
(1) Place versgey, Georgla. ) Date June 5, 1943 (3) Time 15345 EWT

Amvceart: (4) Type and model . 2”26__3 (8) A.F. \0 (6) %atlm&rt‘é Beac'h Bomb nE m_‘:'_«‘i.e.
Organization: @) 111 Bomd  Thixd ) 331.:& Bomb ® 57378 Bomd Sq. (M) 4 /)7

(« ummml and Air Foroe) (Group) (Squadron)

o o - PERSONNEL . ’

A = e ———————— e e —

| ! ‘
NAME | : | | PrrsonnEL . A Forc Ok = RESULT 10 Usk or
Last name first) R‘m"; SmmucNo. | Ruws ClLass Baaven CoMmand PERSONNEL  PARACHUTE

-
2

S | R lan | am a0 | a» | ae | an | am 19
Barkhurst, George B. | P O-664122 ond Lt | 01 IlAir Corps Third | Fateld None
Propg, Phillip J. P |0-735658 (2nd Lt | 01 Air C _Fatal4y- None
Holmes, Benjawmin L. BN | 0-723972. |1lst Lt QL' _Air G | _Fatal$ Xone
e, itllien G. || B 36156893 |5/Set 3§28 aix Gorpe Tnizd | Patald Nome
Maurer, Willism J. | R 374193L8 S/Sgt 3 Air Corpe Third Fatel# None
Engel, Leibel I. F ! 355691% ! cp1 —~% 20 Alr Corpe Third !&talf‘ Noxe

o

=22
vy b pe B R vy 2

™A

PILOT CHARGED WITH ACCIDENT
R. (21)0=664122 (29 2nd Lt (23) 01 (24) A1r Corps

(First name) 2 (Middle inital) (Berial number) (Rank) (Personnel class) L (Bganch)

Command u;d Air Foree)

“ ! ¥ Ko o e
i AP Somy  Ftia oo 39%gt Bemh @ 513r6 Bowd Sg. . as Myrtle Beach Bomding

: » - r‘z“f‘.‘w Range
Attached for flying (29) 111 QOIb Tdxd (30 ,,_,lat Bomb m;SI}x‘d Boxnb (32 Hyrtle Beach Bombing

Command and Air Force) (8quadron) Station Rl!.ﬂt;e

Original rating (33) P11ot (84 Q/B/Lh_ Present rating (35) P&Syﬁ (38) J/%/)iz Instrument rating (37 3110/4}
( (Date)

Ratiug) Date) (Xu(er’
Fiust Piror Houns: g = »7@&_
(at the fime of this accident) i <

(38) This type 32 --i8 (42) Instrument time last @ hgooths. - 24 -

(39) This model « (43) Instrument time last 30 days : +

(40) Last 90 days (44) Night time last 6 mu-mn_

(41) ° (48) Night time last 30 « 1: n
~N

g

AIRCRAFT DAMAGE Yy 5
- e — = U;V e |
(49) LIST OF D&A()FI PARTS
o ————————————————————————————————————————
(46)
Y Engine(s

(48) Propeller(s

Was the pilot flying on instruments at the time of ace ul«nl Ho = — Zn
Cleared from Myrtle. Beach @3 To Atlan e GW cla_
. T il A
) Pilot's mission . CXoss. cowatry. mvl;.u_i;r.. 4, a_,/\’

5 Q
(64) Kind of clearance CFR-ol¢itude 200°'.

D -round while onemtin& at_low eltitude.

. It s the Opiriﬁn of this ¢ Ltee after a thr srough invegtigation
O the acc;ident, tﬂ{xt phe pilot folled to see the hil in time to-galn sucficient nl-

___titude to. clent 1t.
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RIPTION OF ACCIDENT

njuring all occupants

e;‘i:uted by various observeres
or to _the point of
wae -lur‘, up a
house 1/8 a ;i:. }‘.1‘... was a hill.
-pelln s of the plane stmcl’ thig hill 150 feet from the
bounced into the air and left engine stopped, Parts of the alrpléne were
strewn from this point to the point of rest of the elrplane. The plane hit
the ground agein 800' from first point of impact and right engine stopped.
Ship bounced egain end skidded along ground for 770" and fuselage broke Jjust
forvard of upper gun turret, 25' before voint of rest. Both englnee apparent-
1y left ship at this point :nd wing and rest of fuselage then made a 210!
turr. to right and ceme ‘to rest, on fire. Ship caught fire after first bounce
and gasoline exploded when it hit the second time. Fire continued until
'"ﬁed out. Persons arriving at the scene were unsble to rescue any of the
men ped in the wreck becaunseof thefire, Statements of &ll witnesses
ad prop marks on ground indicate that both engines and airplane were func-
tioning normally at time of accident. An examination of wreckage accounted
for 211 control.surfaces in proper place on eircraft or within 150" of point

£

of rest.

There was no evidence that would indicate sabotage. Witnesses state thot there
wae a change in the attitude of the airplane just prior # the accident indi-
ceting that the pilot tried to gein altitude sudd enly which, connected with
the first marke on the ground when the ship hit, leads tc the bellef that the
ship mushed into the hill.

There is insufficient evidence to plzce the direct resr oneibility for this
a_ccic‘er‘t However, it is the opinion tris committee that it was due to
the pilot's failing to see the hill in time to chrnge altitude fast enough
¢: to his misjudging the altitude of the hill.

J X 484-‘4.. /

(Investigatihg ¢ 7.

FRANCIS D. sxonum, Mejor, A.

June 16, 1943. &REI:GK Tats—ot——2—C

U 5 GOVERNMENT PHIATING FRICE  16—2RTET|
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Route 3,
Covington, Georgia.
June 6, 1943.

t aporoximately 1545 -WT, June 5, 1943 a p-26B8 airplane,
No, 41-157?1, crashed and burned on the proveriy ol i+, ¢. f G&Is,
vio reles tne following statement:

"] was sititing on my veranda and i saw & bie airplane f}yfgr.r‘
1ow. and it hit a hill near my house and it st(rtgd burnthpanf
i: ﬁert comins towaré me. ‘Then it exploded and the motors :%E“o
off the-airplane. L ren out of my house and rnpyptLe Eurlf“t.$i 2
cb:mc:ced popring,  tThree othex rellowe and mycell ;enu and pulled
one (f the fellows avmy frem the plane to keep him IToOnR burglnﬁ
any more. He wns throvn from the vplane when 1t exp]ooed: There
r;} a dog thrown out also when it ezﬁloqﬁd anc pe was lyl§£ & =
few vards away from this fellow. ?he erplane burneé np?hu ff"n
or eicht hours. about 7:00 P, a Red Cross arbulance came OUT
from Atlants to get the bodies,”

=% =7 ﬁldw-f-o

m T DLLS
« Y e Sido,

Route #3,
Covington, Georgia.

Wl—f ALaLL ¢

<

THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526



THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526

RFD #3,
Covington, Ga,
June 6, 1943

At 1545 &WT, June 5, 1943, a B-26B airplane, No, 41-17781
crashed and burned three miles south of Jersey, Georgia and the

following statement is submitted by Clifton.H, Casper:

"ir, Hamby called m y attention to the plane and L1 looked out

of the window of my house. i/hen I first saw the plane it was about

hal? mile away ecoming from eest to west, —The weather was clear
at the time, %7he plane did not appear to be in any trouble, ‘“he
engines were both apparently running very smoothly. “'he plane vas
not on fire until after it hit the ground. Then I saw dust and
smnoke and flame after bcuncing in the air, The plane hit the ground
towards the top of the hill and bounced into the air again., Vhen
the plane hit and bounced, there was a huge cloud of dust and smoke
and the plane ceught on fire and dissppesared over the hill., 1 did
not see anybody try to ret out of the plane before the crash, le¢saw
that it was a two-motored plane as it was coming over, wr, Hamby
and 1 wemé immediately to the scene of the crash. Ve saw parts of the
eirplane strewn around and we pu11ed one man awey from the fire. Vie
could not reach any other persons in the wreckage because of the
intense heat. “The crash occurred on the property of iir, Claud d i
Wiley of Social Ciwele, Georgia and iir, T, J, Adans, R¥FD #3, bovinrton,
Georcia,"

"TON H, CASP

iz

’
Covington, Georgia

THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526



THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526

e
STATLLIENT

~t erproxinetely 1045 WT) June &, 1943, e 0-260 airplane,
+0, 41-17781 crashed and burned three miles south of Jersey, Georgia,
and the fcollowing statement is submitted by D, W, Hamby;

" it approximately 3:45 FM, June 5, 1943, i was attracted by a

plane coming over the swamp in front of a house about & half mile
away. <+he nlane did not appear to be in any trouble when i first
sgw it and there was no indication of any apparent motol trouble
though it was flying low and just missed a house. 'the westher a%
the time was clear and could not attribute to the crash, i saw

P o T 4 T . 0 “nd,l saw a bip cloud ol dust, and then there vas a
cloud of smole and flame and the plane disanpeared over the uill,
i could not distinguish whether pilot or passengers attempted to get
out of the plane, nor could 1 distinguish the type of plane or any
other iderntification. After it started burning there was & lot of
shooting going and L was sort of dubious abeut going any further,
tiien after hesitating about a minute, L went on thinking I could
maybe help someone, but the fire was tbo intense, but did manage
to pull one man free of flames. Ilir, Clifton H, Casper was also
with me at the time of the crash and did not notice any of the
vreckare disturbed prior to the arrivel of Army personnel,”
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June 5, 1943
R¥D #1,
Social Circle, Ge.

At approximately 1545 ZWT, June 5, 1943, & B-26B8 airplane,
lio, 41-17781, crashed and burned three miles south of Jersey, Georgia,
The followinp statement is submitted in reference to the above named
accident:

"] was on the Union ChapelySocial Circle hishvay about &:00 i,
s7—shortly thereafter June 5, 1943, I saw a two-engine eairplane
fiying at an altitude i ectimate to be forty or rirty feet. ‘This
ship was heading in the airection of & tlanta, I watched the ship
for several minutes and it appeared to foO underneath the high
voltage lines at one point between ullula Falls and Jackson. The
altitude at this point, 4 estimate was thirty-five or forty feet.

1 wag between one-half and three-quarters of amile away at that time.
‘‘'he/was apparently in no trouble, ond both engines,abpeared to be
functioning smoothly. L sSaw no f£ire or no smoke come from the airplane
end saw no persons attempt to leave the airplane. Vhen I reached the
lionroe-Social Circle highway, a few minutes later, L saw a cloud of
smoke off to my right. It billowed up and was very black and ‘it

seemed to die down and then billowed up again. 1t had the appearance
of a gasoline fire. 1% is my belief that this was smoke conming from
the bomber crash. +he point from where I first sew the vomber 1is
about six miles fram the scene of the eccident,”

LA T =
% Neaglera -

 CLTFF RPGERS
RFD #1, '
Socigl Circle, Ga,
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me, Gedrgid, Fridoyp—ame 11, 1943

ARMY PLANE
CRASHES IN
THIS COUNTY

SIX DIE AS SHIiP
PLOWS INTO GROUND
NEAR CORNISH MTN.

A twin-motored Army bomber
last Saturday afternoon crashed
in the southwestern part of Wal
ton county, carrying six men to
their deaths

About the middle of the after-
noon, the large plane was observ
ed by residents of Social Circle,
as it was flying extremely low
over that city. A few miles to the
west, within a mile of the Newton
county line, the plane plummeted
into the ground and burned

One of the plane’s personnel
was thrown clear, as was a large
dog, described as being of the
German Police breed. The other
five men were so badly burned |
as to be unrecognizable, it was
reported.

J. Booth Williams, well-known
Monroe business man, and Jim
House, Tribune employe, visited
the scene within an hour or so
following the mishap, and both re-
ported that the plane’s impact
with the earth must have been
terrific.

“One of the motors was cata-
pulted straight forward about a
hundred feet, and another motor
was flung even further, at an

e,

Sunday, June 6, 1943————The Atlanta Constitution—

Bomber Crash
.‘\ A —‘q.

Fatal to Six
Near Covington

Six men were killed when 2
two-motored Army plane, which
had attracted considerable atten-
tion by flying low, crashed into
the side of a hill near Alcovy, a
short  distance from Covington
late vesterday afternoon.

Immediately following the crash,
the plane caught fire, and the
bodies of four of the men aboard:
the plane were burned beyond
recognition.

A number of persons saw the
crash, while scores of reports were
received by Newton county offi-
cials that the plane was “hedge-
Lopping” just priar o the crish

angle from the craft. The wings
were torn from the fuselage, and
the man who was tossed out was
laying between one of the wings
and the main body of the plane,”
{Mr. Williams said.

| “If the plane had traveled on-'
Lward a few hundred more feet,.
it would have crashed right into
{a farm home. As it was, it came

Lk

to a stop across the road direstly
'in front of another house.
i “Undoubtedly every one bf the
|men was instantly killed, since
|the plane must have been travel-
|ing over 200 miles an hour,” Mr
| Williams added.
| ~The plane, wWhich was en route |
from Myrtle Beach, S. C., to At-|
| lanta, contained the {u]lnwinu,
| erew members, according to Army |
!r--purh‘ from that base: {
Second Lieut. George R. Bark-
| hurst, Dallas, Tex.: Second Lieut |
| Philip J. Props. Lafayette, Ind.:|
| First Lieut. Benjamin L. Holmes, |
San Francisco, Calif.; Staff Sgt.|
| William G. Maki. Atlantic Mm(‘.,.

I Mich.; Staff Sgt. Williani J. Maur- |

er, Spences %, and Cpl. Leibel |

vi\!uglr\ Indianapolis, Ind. d

e

At nearby Bostwick, witnesses
said they saw the plane fly under
a high tension power line suspend-
ed about 50 feet above the ground

The plane came from the direc-
tion of Augus{a, Newton county
offic !74:’ saiqa

Military authorities in both At-
lanta and Augusta were rmmedi-
atelv noiified of The crash and in-
vestigators hastened to the scene

Names nf those aboard the
plane co S=—wt=He obtained last
night, Newton ecounty officials
said

v
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HEADQUARTERS ATLANTA ARMY AIR BASE
ARMY AIRPORT, ATLANTA, GEORGIA.

A. A. F. Form No. 1k.

Commanding General,
Arny Air Forces,
Washington, D. C.

1. Inclosed herewith is the A. A. F. Form No. 14 (Report of Air-
oraft Accident) covering accident of B.24B airplane, serial number -
17771, piloted by 2nd Lt. George R. Barkhurst, A. C. Accident occurred
at Jersey, Georgla, on June 5, 1943, -

2. Duplicate copy forwarded to: Commanding General, Third Alr
Force, Tampa, Florida.

3. Triplicate copy forwarded to: Commending Officer, AAF Bombing
& Gunnery Range, Myrtle Beach, s. C.

For the Commanding Officer:

f)u’&w z’ &Mtw

/JCHN E. CIENKI,
(/2nd Lt., AGD. |
Adjutant.

1 Incl:
A. A. F. Yorm Yo. 1L,
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HEADQUARTERS ATLANTA ARKY AIR BASE
AEMY AIFPORT, ATLANTA, GEORGIA. WIA/vdm.

June 16, 19L3.

SUBJECT: A. A. F. Form No. 1k,

TO: Commanding General,
Third Air Force,
Tampa, Florida.

1. Inclosed herewith is the A. A. ¥, Form No. 1k (Report of Air-
craft Accident) covering accident of B-26B airplane, serial number Y-
17781, piloted by 2nd Lt. George R. Barkhurst, A. C. Accident occurred

at Jersey, Georgia, on June 5, 1943,
M {r@w(\.,«.

JOHN E. CIENKI,
2nd Lt., AGD.,
Adjutant.

For the Commanding Officer:

{

1 Incl:
A. A. F. Form No. 1k.
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RY AIR Bass AL Ta a 6 5104

R FORCZS UASHD DO

3 1ILS SOUTH CF JERSEY GLORGIA. PILOT GORG: R
A TEIRD AY | YRTL.J..CH3 OUTH C..ROLINA. UNKIO'MN,

+RUPS SZCO¥M LIZUTIAIM AR THIRD AF BOIBARDIZ]

HITD aF ZNGIITER WILLIAN G.ILKI S/SOT U
R S/SGT UIITOW THIRD AF PHOTOGR.L I
ORFORAL UITIIOWN THIRD oF, all aBOVI YROVED Falale UaVIGATION
263 LYRTLEf BIACH SC AIR‘LAILI COITLIV: "RICK. UIIWOWY,
ataCl TIYI.QD
SHOBILKIR 3 B,

ial TESG CIRT 0613312

21 -TRIZUTION

WFi1%E (3eyps)
AL DES (40.7153)
aAFal0 = : AITMRED
AFDE Sm? AFRTY (Ecyps)
AFTAS
ATAG

m.n
4
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|
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