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REPORT OF AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT _ = - . ¥ 2 ¥

(1) Place ... MacRill Field, Tagoa, Floxida . @ Dste._ May 14, 1343 @ Time 2300 ZWR /
Amrcuarr: (4) Type and model 3—;..‘;3 Q (8) A F. No. ‘tl =31751 (#) Station MacDill, Tield, Tlorid
Organization: mIII li..; i AR la ‘:,la:. B:mh_ ® . 574th Bnmmnn
Atm) (x) (M)

: m

oo Nolfe _ Willlam W mﬁ% m_.y_gr_
At 00 — {11203, A7 00 —Tihat Burkam —ﬂ“&-ﬂ“——

Amhdfawm.llk it e (29

E Ei b
ownuu(m.-_r. ..... w%ﬂn—“m_L mwa—ﬁ-.

Surees

First PiLor Houms:

(at the time of this accident)
(38) This type.
(39) This model.
(40) Last 90
(41) Total

DAMAGE w LIST OF DAMAOED PARTS

48) Aireraft_._| 0.2

(47) Engine(s{R)J None (L) Q

(50). Weather at the Lime of accident ._hnﬂmw

;II) Waas the pilot flying on instruments at the time of accident .... Mo

(B7) Cloared from . MacD1l . (8 To. . MacDIll ... (M) Kind of clearsnce Contagta | ..

(85) Pilot's mission .. Night navigation, [0%-

(88) Natire of sccident ......... WMW
e : _ i

(87) Cause of socident ._Le2% landing. gear-collapes dus to-gear 2ot deiag completely .




o »
DESCRIFTION OF ACCIDENT
(Brief narrative of aceident. Include statement of responsibility and recommendations for action to prevent repetition)

] -mal approach and lowered his landing gear at approximately
) feet at an indicated airspeed of 150 MPH. The pilot flew the ship on in and made

a normal landing on runway niné, As the ship rolled down the funway and its speed
lecreased the left cear gave way allowing the left prop to dig into the concrete runway.
The increased weizht and strain’also caused the right gear to fold bdut the ship had
lost its speed and was stopped on'the left nacelle doors and belly before the right prop

struck the ground,

Investigation brought out the fact the geer mechanisms were fanctioning normally
and hydraulic pressure was normal, The co-pilot dropped the gear and witnesses felt the
increased drag as the gear came down. However, the co-pilot and engineer were not
certain the gear was down.end locked. They both checked the indicator but were not
satisified due to poor visibility. The ¢o-pilot asked the pilot to cleck the gear
indicator but since he was busy landing the ship he didn't check it carefully. The
result being the gear was not down and ldcked whizh caused the accident, Both'the yﬂdt
and co-pilot should asssume the responsibility of this accident as nﬂt‘br of thém made
certain the indicator said "wheels down and locked".

Pecommendations! That pilot and co-pilot ascertain definitely if gear is down and
locked before landing this model of B-26. Also it is my opinion and recommendation
some warning signal should be installed on thie model to further assist the pilots in
sgcertaining vhether or not the airplane i1s ready to land,

+ Maj., A.C.,

e e U .
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used the emergency hatches to leave the airplans.
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LOT, B-26B20 AIRPLANE N0, 13-71751
F7hth BOMBARDMENT SQ., 30lst BOMB GROUP

May 15, 1943

RESTR‘CTEU Tampa, Florida

On returning from a routine navigation flight about 2320,
May 14, 1943, we had experienced no difficul
nornal traffic pattern. On turning on the final
1500 feet the pilot motioned for wheels down an
landing gear control lever in
position, I felt the added drag on the ship as
down into the slipstream, but
indicator until I placed the flap control handle in the down
position,

At that time, I thought I

wheel position indicator but couldn't

locked into pouim as I was looking at

obligue angle. asked the engineer ;
wheels were locked into positionm, but he couldn't tell

I reached down and snapped on the

hydraulic pressure normal. At this time !
' 500-600 feet altitude. I leaned over and told the pilot to
check wheel position indicator., He glanced down for an instant and
1 assumed that they were im proper position as he continued
landing approach. At this time I proceeded to follow
controls for the landing as we were at about 50-100 f\

The Pilot made a good landing and after rolling
for & short distance and slowing to about 80 M,P,H,, I
the plane gettle slowly and soon afterwards the left
started hitting the runway,

Ag the left gear collapsed the plane swerved to the 1
and stopped just off the left side of the runway, I used
Co-pilot's emergency hatch for escape. No cne wes injured,
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RESTRIGTEY

HEADQUARTERS AIR BASE AREA COMMAND - MACDILL FIELD, FLORIDA
Orrice OF THe AReA COMMANDER

: Tampa, FLORIDA
In reply refer tos s May 25, 1943
000,93 .

o

SUBJECTs Technical Report of Aireraft Ascidemt.
T0 s+ Commanding M. Army Air Foroes, Washington, D.C.
Inclosed herewith is AAF Form No. 14 covering aircraft sccident

soouring st MaoDill Field, Tamps, Florids, Jay 14, 1943, involving
0026520 airplane No. 41-31761, pilet - 7o WILLIAM W, WOLFE, AC

§74th Bosbardment Squadron, 39lst Bowb Group, MacDi1l Field, Tamps, Florida.

For the Area Commender: Z |
: - ﬂg: L
1st )
Adjutent

oy AeCs
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RESTRICTED
ARMY AIR FORCES

HEADQUARTERS
624 SUB-DEPOT

OFFICE OF THE ENGINEERING OFFICER U'3
In Repuy Refem To . MacDiiL FirLo, Tampa, FLomida

452,143 | May 19, 1943

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:
: 1. The following parts were damaged on B-26B20MA airplane #41-31751
due to collapse of left and right main landing gears, while landings

a. Skin partly gound off and buckled on bottom of fuselage
from station no, 434 1/4 to station mo. 670 1/2.

b. Formers and keel partly gound off and buckled from
station no. 447 1/4 to station no, 661 1/2,

g. Left propeller, all four blades damaged beyond repair.
d. Left engine, sudden stoppage of propeller.

g. Left main gear outboard nacelle door damaged beyond
repair.

£. Two main landing gear tires, 49 X 1700 X 20, 12 ply.

Dranaq (Pt
IRVIN F. PIER,
c‘m’ Alr CN'pl. >
Sub-Depot Engineering Officer. -
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DETACHMENT FOURTH WEATHER SQUADRON
MacDill FPield, Tampa, Florida

My 2, 1943.
SUBJECT: MacDill Field weather, May lh, 1943.
™ t Base Operations Officer, MacDill rield, Floridm.
1. The general westher conditions in the vicinity of MaeDill Pield, dur-
ing the night of May li-15, 1943, were clear s , visibiYity sevem (7) to ten
m)m.mmmumem(m miles per hour.

2 mrmmmuquauormcwmm
ummmmmuhnumtm-um
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2130 O 163/82/64++10/001
2230 O 166/80/65++15/002
2330 O 173/78/66+410/004
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0030 O %73/76/67+40/004




[
|-
o
oo
—
)

L
cx

! \
SN
e TR
e

| o R < o
ccm:m-m%‘m-a 131751




$

J S

: ARMY AIR FORCES For Action !I 1.7
For Info €

HEADQUARTERS FLIGHT CONTROL COMMMND For File NE R
WINSTON-SALEM, NORTH CAROLTNA

DATE_MAY 15, 1943

PR A

INCOMI NG
MESSAGE NO, 35 ARL 234

wmurnmmlnsaszorvz
CG AAF BOLLING FIELD WASHINGTON D C
”MDMMIWAWMMAI%SCMMMM
mmrmxmmmuonaqumnmommm
mxmmmrmammmmncnn-mmmm
ummrrmmmcmxmxm&nmmmonnm
%
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“
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Jm?monxsuanasnmrhanmmonm
COBOMGR 391
RECD BY AAF MESG CENT 151752Z
RECD BY AFAFC 151402 EWT
RELEASED TO TWZ 151515 EWT
MH1557 EWT







