





(Brief narrative of accident ponsibility and recommendations for action to prevent repetition)

The pilot made a normal approach to runway 22. He dropped his wheels and
flaps and from his testimony, he was satisfied the gear was down and locked in
position. The airplane made a normsl landing with no excessive strain on the
gear. hodrplm-oututudnum:wu“ommpmt
sensed his right zmmm»mmnocmtmmmm
of the nacelle. excessive strain and weight on the left main gear csused it
to also fold back towards the nacelle.

Both main gesr folding back let the airplane skid to a stop om its belly.

Statements utnpummuu-amwmmmmc
showed it to de down and locked, however, whem the right gear mechanism was
checked, it was found to be functioning mormally and the hydraulic pressurs .
gauge indicated the hydranlic systes was functioning nermally. Hiso, shes
mmmumauumn—mu—nm mschanisa

locked the gears into takcen off. It is
P gear investigation,
it s my opinion the gear vas

pilot and his crew all stated the gear indicator said down and locked,
is difficult to mmmmmmmunm

some warning signal be installed on the 3-260 to prevent

~
-


































L] L] .
"+ May 18, 1943,

57 nd, Bomb,
391st. Bomb,

To who it may concern:

I certify that the following statements are true to
my knowlsdge. It involes the crash on May 11, 1943 at 2210,

We were coming in for a landing efter being cleared
by the tower, when we hit the runway 22 to the south-west
it seems to me that everything was alright until about 25
yards, then things began to happen the right landing
gear gave way ulowl;’and then by the shrewdness of the
pPllot or rather the keen thinging of the pilot, the weigh
of the pl‘ﬁo was throwen to the nose 'hooi ind to the left
landing gear, We rode that way for a short dilttnci, and
then the nose wheel flattened by the weight and the non-
straightened of the whwel. ( I judde ) By that tine we were
nearly stopped.and the lprt landing gear gave wiy.- Sparks
were everywhere since the right = nding gear's props hit the
runway. I made for the navigator's hatech, but was only in
the way of the engineer who was busy helping the other crew
members. I think that it wouls be an entirely different
story 1f the whole crew had not iorkod together to the best
advantage that could be rendered or be done,

I hereby state that this is my story and not some=-

one il-o'l story, '

Radlo operator,
Signed,

8/8SGT. Isasc P.Knick

Yoo o Fouch
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